
Early Years Writing Progression Map

Writing sounds, ordering sounds, sentence writing



What does ‘On Track’ look like across EYFS?

Nursery
Baseline Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Random scribbling/mark
making

Give meaning to pictures
they draw – talk about
what’s happening in the
picture

Have a go at mark making

Scribble writing/mark making

Giving meaning to marks that
they make

Forming first initial/some letters
of their name on the page

Write their name

Mark making using some letter symbols from their name

Challenge
Using some initial sounds

Reception
Baseline Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2
Write their name

Use some initial sounds in
writing

Mark making using some
letter symbols e.g. when
writing a list

Writing CVC words using
phonic knowledge

Using phonics to write labels

Spelling words by identifying the
sounds independently

Using diagraphs in writing
independently

Writing short phrases/captions
independently

ELG
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly
formed

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and
representing the sounds with a letter or letters

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by
others

Challenge
Use a few tricky words in writing
Use clear finger spaces


