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Quick 
Links 

Headteacher’s Message 

It has been an eventful week at Walton Oak. On Monday, Mrs Bourne and I were joined by Craig 

Reid, one of our Governors, for a learning walk as part of our ongoing monitoring. We visited 
classrooms across the school to evaluate the quality of education our children are receiving and were 

pleased to see high levels of engagement, alongside the consistent use of our agreed teaching 
strategies. We also identified some areas for development and by doing this early in the term, we 

can set clear goals and continue to monitor our progress as the year moves forward. 

 
On Wednesday, our Year 4 children enjoyed their first off-site visit of the academic year. They took a 

walk down to the river by Walton Bridge, where they sketched the landscape using techniques they 
have been learning in class. Fortunately, the weather was kind to us and the children returned with 

some lovely artwork in their sketchbooks. 

 
I would also like to take a moment to respond to some feedback we have received from parents 

about our revised approach to Stay on Green, particularly around children receiving recognition for 
positive behaviour. To clarify how the system works, I have shared the posters that are displayed in 

every classroom across the school. Staff should be making every effort to notice, name and 
recognise children for their positive learning behaviours, as well as the safe and respectful choices 

they make throughout the day. If you have any concerns that you feel your child’s positive behaviour 

may have been overlooked, please do speak with your child’s teacher so that we can understand and 
address this together. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

There may be occasions when a child moves away from green while they are navigating a big feeling 
or finding it difficult to make the choices that help them to be at their best. Our approach is intended 

to support children in recognising their emotions, using strategies to regulate themselves and 

becoming ready to learn again. While there may be natural or more formal consequences if a child is 
unwilling or unable to accept support, for most children, taking a moment, using an appropriate 

strategy and feeling ready again will allow them to return to where they were on the chart without 
further issue. Our aim is always to help children learn from these moments, develop their 

independence and build the skills they need to manage themselves successfully. 

 
Looking ahead, our elections for House Captains and Pupil Parliament representatives will be getting 

underway next week. These are important opportunities for our children to have their voices heard, 
take on responsibility and contribute to the life of our school. We want our children to understand 

that their ideas and opinions matter and these roles provide a meaningful way for them to represent 
their peers, listen to the views of others and help shape our school community. 

 
Siân McCarthy 
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Inset Day – Friday 2nd October 

Don’t forget tomorrow is an INSET day which means school is closed to children, as Staff attend a Lumen 
Learning Trust training day. 
 
Stay, Play and Learn Sessions for EYFS  

We invite you to come and join in some phonics learning with your child in their classroom and get involved in their 
play and learning. This will be followed by a brief information session to help you support your child at home with 

their phonics.   

 

HEDGEHOGS 

Tuesday 6th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408386 
Wednesday 7th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408395 

SQUIRRELS 

Tuesday 6th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408383 

Wednesday 7th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408393 

BUTTERFLIES 
Tuesday 13th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408410 

LADYBIRDS 
Thursday 15th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408415 

 

NEW - Shake, Rattle and Rhyme 
Do you have a little one aged 1–3 years? Bring them along for a joyful, music-filled adventure at our Shake, Rattle 
& Rhyme sessions! Together we’ll sing, move, and explore fun instruments, perfect for sparking curiosity and 
conversation. 

We’re running our next session on: Thursday 8th October 10.00am-10.45am 

Do you know other families with toddlers? Invite your friends and make it a playful outing together, we’d love to see 
you there for plenty of smiles, music and fun! 

Mrs. Bailey and Mrs. Herron-Duke look forward to welcoming you for an exciting musical session. 
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Reception Intake 2027 - Head/Deputy headteacher group tours 

We are running several Head/Deputy headteacher group tours.  Please do come along to see the school in 

action and find out more about provision for children at Walton Oak.  Click here to book a place. 

Walton Oak Nursery – places available for 2026 and beyond!      

We are incredibly proud of the Nursery provision at Walton oak, rated as Good as part of our most recent school 

Ofsted. Although the Nursery remains very popular, we still have a few 15 and 30 hour places for 2026-2027 available 

and we welcome applications for our waiting list. Unlike many private nurseries, there are no registration fees and 

children can be registered from birth. If you have younger children not yet registered we would encourage you to 

complete the application form found here. Please do share this link with any friends and family that may want to join 

the Walton Oak Community.  Further information can be found on our website. 

 

Surrey CC Guidance for Secondary Transition 

If your child will reach the age of 11 between 1 September 2026 and 31 August 2027, they will be due to start 

secondary school in September 2027. You can apply for a secondary school place from 1 September 2026. 

The closing date for on-time applications for secondary schools is 31 October 2026. 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary 

 

Local Secondary School Admissions information and open events for the 2027 Y6-7 Transition: 

Heathside Walton  

Three Rivers Academy 
Thamesmead 

Esher Church of England High 

 

 

The Importance of Reading 

Reading regularly is one of the most valuable things children can do to support their learning. It helps 

to build vocabulary, improve writing, develop imagination and strengthen understanding across the 
whole curriculum. Just 10–15 minutes of reading at home each day can make a real difference. Sharing a book, 

listening to your child read, or simply talking together about what they are reading all helps to build confident, 
enthusiastic readers.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Transition 

Reading 

https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Nursery&pid=145
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Nursery&pid=145
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary
https://www.heathsidewalton.org/open-events/75.html
https://www.threeriversacademy.org/Information/Open-Evening-Tours-of-the-School/
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/open-evening-thursday-8th-october/
https://www.esherhigh.surrey.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=3409
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School Library Parent/Carer Volunteers  
Do you have a love of books, an enthusiasm for supporting children and a little time to spare? We would love to 
welcome parent volunteers into our school library. It is a much-loved space and an important part of school life, 
where having a few extra pairs of hands would make a real difference. 
 
Volunteers could help with keeping the library organised and welcoming, scanning books back in and supporting 
the day-to-day running of the space. You may also have opportunities to chat with children about their reading, help 
children who visit the library and work alongside our Reading Ambassadors. You will be supported by our English 
Lead and members of the school team, so you won’t be on your own. 
 
If you think you could spare some time to help us make our library an even more vibrant and enjoyable place for 
our children, please let the school office know. We would be delighted to hear from you! 

office.waltonoak@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk 

 

 
Quiz 

Got a spare 5 minutes? Not sure what to do with your child? Then 

take this quiz which will direct you to a quick and fun activity to 

do! Answer a few simple questions, the website does the work for you and 

will select an activity that suits you and your child. With half term 

approaching what a great tool to have in a click of a button.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/4-5-activity-selector/z6tvsk7 

 

 

Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiny Happy People 

Oracy 

mailto:office.waltonoak@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/4-5-activity-selector/z6tvsk7
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Walton Bridge Art Trip 
This week, Year 4 took their art learning outdoors for a fantastic sketching session at Walton Bridge!  
The children carefully observed the bridge and its surroundings, using the sketching techniques they 

have been developing this half term, including hatching, cross-hatching, stippling and scumbling, to capture the 
details they could see. 

 
We were incredibly proud of the focus, creativity and perseverance they showed throughout the afternoon. What a 
wonderful way to bring their art learning to life!  

 
Fantastic work, Year 4!  

   

AIM High Maths Day  
On Wednesday, several Year 5 and 6 children went to Cardinal Newman School to attend the A.I.M. High Maths 

Day. Andrew Jeffrey, also known as The Mathemagician, showed the children tips and tricks on how to work out 
calculations quickly. Using fun games, children were able to practice these skills and were amazed to realise these 

made calculations easier. Andrew also showed how spotting number patterns was an important part of being a 

good mathematician. Children left the session excited to show off their new skills.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment Activities 

“Maths day was really exciting. I am really eager to show everyone what 
I learnt. The person that led it made maths seem much more exciting 

than it usually is in lessons! At the end, he actually did a really cool 

magic trick to work out when we were all born. He was definitely very 

good at maths and taught us a thing or two.”  Sophie 

Maths day was fun because we learnt about five different techniques like a triangle 

- when you have to use 1, 2, 3 and 4 to add up, it adds up to 10. We did 2 games. 
One was called 5 by 5 where you had a grid and you had to write numbers he 

called out and then added them up. The other game was called Yoikes where we 

had to write numbers in order going up. Lastly, he did magic for us. It was very 

cool.  Cora 
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Allergy Awareness 

On Monday, Mrs. Bourne led a whole school assembly exploring Benedict's Law and sharing important 

information with the children about allergy awareness. They discussed how life can look different for 

people living with allergies, often having to make different decisions about things they might eat or products they 

will use. During the assembly, the children learnt about the different reactions that people might have to an 

allergen including a rash, spots appearing, itching and even difficulty breathing - known as anaphylaxis. To support 

the children's learning, they watched a short video clip about a young boy called Callum who lives with 28 allergies. 

You can view the clip at home by following this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/av/47698567 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Captain Launch 2026-27 

On Monday, Mrs. Bourne launched this year's campaign to elect our House Captains for 2026-27. Children in Years 

2 and 6 have the opportunity to apply for this role by completing a short application form. We have had a number 

of completed applications already but if your child has not yet handed one in, they have until the end of the day on 

Monday 5th October to do so. All applications will then be read and a shortlisting process will take place. Some 

children will then be selected to go through to the next stage of the process - the campaigns and speeches. Watch 

this space! 

 

Diversity and Equality 

House Competitions 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/av/47698567
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Saxon Primary School is recruiting - We are looking to recruit a Teaching Assistant with a passion for creating 

lifelong learners, committed to inclusion who has a high expectation of themselves and every child. Working Hours: 

Monday to Friday, term time only (38 weeks per year) 31.25 hours per week, 8.30am to 3.15pm. For more 

information click on the link on page 1 

 

 
                    FOWO 
 
 

Christmas Fair – Deck the Halls, the day is confirmed!  
We are delighted to share that planning is now underway for this year’s Christmas Fair, taking place on Friday 20 
November 2026. The school hall and surrounding corridors will once again be transformed into a festive wonderland, 
filled with colour, sparkle, and plenty of Christmas cheer. 
 
If you’re able to help in any way, please email us at fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk . Your support truly makes these 
events possible. 
 
How you can support FOWO: 

● Sponsorship — If you or your employer would like to support the school, we would love to hear from you. 
Opportunities range from sponsoring Santa’s grotto to donating a hamper for the raffle. Please get in touch to 
explore how you can get involved. 

● Match Funding — Match funding the Christmas Fair is an incredible way to double the impact of every penny 
raised. It’s a simple process and makes a huge difference to the final total. Please reach out if your employer or 
company is able to support 

● Raffle Prizes — Donations for our festive raffle are always hugely appreciated. Prizes can include gift vouchers, 
experiences, products, or anything that would add a little magic to someone’s Christmas. Every contribution 
helps. 

● Volunteers — We will need plenty of hands on the day to run stalls, support Santa’s grotto, and help keep 
everything running smoothly. Any time you can give will be gratefully received. 

Thank you, as always, for your generosity and enthusiasm. We can’t wait to bring the Christmas Fair to life with your 
support. 
 

 “Break the Rules” Day: A Mischievous October Treat!   
Get ready for one of the most exciting days of the school year — Break the Rules Day is back on Wednesday 14 
October. For one day only, children can bend the usual school rules and enjoy a little harmless mischief, all in the name 
of fundraising and fun. 
A list of “breakable rules” will be shared soon, and each rule broken will cost just 50p, with all rules able to be 
broken for £3. It’s a brilliant way for the children to get involved, raise money for the school, and enjoy a day filled with 
giggles and creativity just before Half Term!.  We can’t wait to see the imaginative rule‑breaking the children come up 
with. 
 

Esher Fireworks are going to go off with a bang for FOWO  
As autumn arrives and the evenings draw in, there are plenty of firework displays popping up across the local area — 
from low‑bang shows to full funfair extravaganzas. This year, we’re excited to share that FOWO has teamed up with 
Esher Rugby to offer a special promotional code for their fireworks night on Friday 06 November. 
 
Using this code when booking your tickets means that a proportion of the ticket sales will be donated directly to 
FOWO, helping us support the school while you enjoy a fantastic community event. 
 
Book your tickets for the Esher Rugby Fireworks below and help support FOWO and Walton Oak at the 
same time.  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/esher-rugbys-2026-fireworks-night-tickets-1996970204639?aff=WaltonOak  
 

Keep in touch with us on socials 

 @friendsofwaltonoak     |      FriendsofWaltonOak      |      fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk  

 

 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Job opportunities across Lumen Learning Trust and its schools 

mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/esher-rugbys-2026-fireworks-night-tickets-1996970204639?aff=WaltonOak
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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Pastoral News   

Pastoral Corner – What is ELSA? 

You may have heard your child mention ELSA, but what exactly is it? 

 

ELSA stands for Emotional Literacy Support Assistant and is one of the ways we offer a little extra emotional 

support to children in school. 

 

Children usually attend ELSA for a short block of around 6–8 weekly sessions. Each child has a clear, 

individual target for their sessions, so there is a particular focus to work towards. This might be building 

confidence, developing friendship skills, understanding and managing emotions, coping with worries or 

adjusting to change. 

 

Sessions are relaxed, friendly and often include talking, games, creative activities and practical strategies. 

ELSA isn’t about “fixing” a child – it’s about giving them a safe space to be heard and helping them develop 

skills and strategies they can take away and use for themselves. 

 

At the end of the block, we look at the child’s target and review how they have progressed. 

 

Who should I speak to if I’m worried about my child? 

 

Your child’s class teacher is always your first point of contact. They know your child and see them throughout 

their school day, so they are best placed to listen to your concerns and consider what support might be 

helpful. 

 

Not every worry will mean a child needs ELSA. Sometimes a chat, some reassurance or support within the 

classroom may be just what they need. Where a little more support would be helpful, the teacher can discuss 

this with our pastoral team so that together we can find the right next step. 
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Gold Leaves 

Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies Nevaeh-Jane, Alaya, 

Hedgehogs Mabel, Mason, Lena 

Squirrels Olly, Mylo-James, June, Eden, Lando, Josie, Maaz, Alfie C, Alfie B & 
Noah 

1G Aria 

1N Phoebe, Luca, Lola, Hailyn, Anna, Hope. Anna, Emily, Theo, Rory, Lucas 

2O Ajwa, Joe, Bambii, Dhruv & Finn 

3C Chloe, Eden, Cecie, Daniel, Bobby, Jessie, Victoria, Oranus & Jax 

3G Shay 

5BD Jazib & Leandra 

6B Brodie, Omar, Zach, Teddy, Fraser, Summer 

6J Lola, Felipe, Immy, Henry, Joshua, Sonny, Anoushka, Suraiya  

Celebrations 

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. 
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Upcoming dates for the diary 

 

Tue 6th Oct Reception Stay, Play and Learn (+phonics workshop) 

Wed 7th Oct Reception Stay, Play and Learn (+phonics workshop) 

Fri 9th Oct Young Minds: Hello Yellow event for young people’s mental health 
awareness 

Tue 13th Oct Butterflies Stay, Play & Learn 9-10am 

Thur 15th Oct Ladybirds Stay, Play & Learn 9-10am 

Mon 19th – Fri 30th Oct HALF TERM 

Tue 3rd Nov Parent Teacher Consultations 1.50-4.30pm 

Wed 4th Nov Parent Teacher Consultations 4-7pm 

Tue 10th – Fri 13th Nov Yr6 Bristol Residential 

Mon 16th Nov Individual/Sibling Photos 

Mon 16th-Fri 20th Nov Antibullying week 

Fri 20th Nov FOWO Christmas Fair 

Mon 23rd- Fri 27th Nov Y6 Bikeability 

Tue 1st Dec Flu Vaccinations R-Yr6 
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