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Staff News 
We are delighted to share the news that Mrs Bulford-Davies and her husband are expecting their 

first baby, due in early March. We know you will join us in wishing them all the best.  Updates regarding 
the plan around Mrs. Bulford-Davies’ Maternity leave will be shared with parents and children of 5BD in 

due course. 

Quick 
Links 

Headteacher’s Message 
 

It’s hard to believe we are already at the end of the third week of the  

Autumn term. This is often the point when the ‘honeymoon’ period of the  
new school year begins to wear off a little, but our children are doing a 

fantastic job of living up to expectations. We continue to remind everyone  
about being Ready, Respectful and Safe, which has helped children to  

stay focused and calm and to reset when mistakes happen. Please continue 

to reinforce these messages at home so that the expectations remain  
consistent across our children’s lives, helping them to be their best. 

 
                                  Our transition to our new catering company, Dolce, has not been without a  

                                  couple of teething problems, but the overall picture is a tasty new menu that  

                                  parents can order from home. There are still a few parents yet to sign up – if  
                                  your child reports having a daily jacket potato, it might be you! Please 

double check that you have registered with School Grid and speak to the office if you need any 
support. Your child won’t be able to enjoy the full menu until you have. Our kitchen staff have done 

a fantastic job of adapting to the new menus and feedback so far has been overwhelmingly positive. 

We will continue to monitor meal times - do let us know if your child reports any concerns to you. 
 

On Monday, we will welcome prospective parents to our new parent open evening, where we will 
share our Walton Oak Story and hope that families will be excited about the possibility of joining us. 

I’m sure many of you remember your first visit to our school. We welcome each new family with the 
same passion, excitement and determination to do our very best for their children. We hope that, 

should they choose Walton Oak, their children will have an overwhelmingly positive experience that 

outweighs the occasional bumps in the road. We look forward to meeting some of our potential 
future members of the Walton Oak community. 

 
We look forward to welcoming current parents to our "Behind the Classroom Door" and Year 1 "Stay, 

Play, and Learn" sessions. We know scheduling can be tough for working parents. We aim to 

balance staff availability with parent schedules and seeing the children in action naturally requires 
hosting these during school hours. With advance notice, we hope you can arrange for someone to 

attend. If work commitments present a barrier, please let us know so we can try to arrange an 
alternative way to share this information with you. 

 

Finally, don’t forget that everyone is invited to the FOWO AGM on Wednesday 23rd September at 

6pm. The FOWO committee is always open to new members, but there is absolutely no pressure to 

make a full commitment. Parent support can be as involved or as casual as you like. Come along to 

find out what FOWO is all about, have your say and get a sneak peek at how money will be raised 

and spent over the coming year to benefit our children and families. 

 
Siân McCarthy 
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https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=98
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=98
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=FOWO+Events&pid=123
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=22
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=7
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=7
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Healthy+Lunches&pid=57
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Healthy+Lunches&pid=57
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Pastoral+Support+for+Children+%26amp%3B+Families&pid=146
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Pastoral+Support+for+Children+%26amp%3B+Families&pid=146
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Pastoral+Support+for+Children+%26amp%3B+Families&pid=146
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Recruitment+%26amp%3B+Vacancies&pid=21
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Recruitment+%26amp%3B+Vacancies&pid=21
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=38
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Online+Forms&pid=119
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Online+Forms&pid=119
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Online+Safety+information+for+parents&pid=135
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Online+Safety+information+for+parents&pid=135
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‘Behind the Classroom Door’ - Reminder 

Parents and carers of children in Y1-6 are warmly invited to come and explore ‘Behind the Classroom Door’ on 

Wednesday 23rd September.  

 

Our teachers in Y1-6 will be opening up their classroom doors between 3.30-5.00pm, inviting parents/carers to 

come along to explore their child’s new learning space; take a look at the resources that will support them; meet 

their new class teacher; and receive important information about the year ahead, including key learning 

experiences for that year group.  

 

This is an informal event, allowing parents/carers to drop in at any time between 3.30-5.00pm - children are more 

than welcome to join, allowing them to show their parent/carer around their new classroom. We hope to see as 

many parents/carers coming to take a peek ‘Behind the Classroom Door’.  

 

 

 

Stay, Play and Learn Sessions for EYFS and KS1  
We invite you to come and join in some phonics learning with your child in their classroom and get involved in their 

play and learning. This will be followed by a brief information session to help you support your child at home with 

their phonics.   

 

1G 

Tuesday 22nd September 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408335 

Wednesday 23rd September 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408351 
1N 

Tuesday 22nd September 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408348 

Wednesday 23rd September 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408355 
HEDGEHOGS 

Tuesday 6th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408386 
Wednesday 7th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408395 

SQUIRRELS 

Tuesday 6th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408383 

Wednesday 7th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408393 

BUTTERFLIES 
Tuesday 13th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408410 

LADYBIRDS 
Thursday 15th October 9am-10am: https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408415 

 

 
 

  
 

Harvest Festival – Supporting Our Local Food Bank 
This Harvest Festival, we are delighted to be supporting our local food bank once 

again. We would be very grateful for donations to help support local families 

who may be experiencing difficult times. 

Please see poster below of the list of supplies needed. There will be a collection 

table in the main Reception area from Tuesday 13th to Friday 16th October at 9am, where families can leave 

their donations. Alternatively, donations can be given directly to your child’s class teacher. 

This is a really important cause, and your generosity can make a real difference to families in 

our local community. The Foodbank is extremely grateful for the generosity from the Walton 

Oak families every year. 

  

https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408335
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408351
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408348
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408355
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408386
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408395
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408383
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408393
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408410
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2408415
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Forest School Provision 

We are really pleased to be able to continue to enhance our curriculum through the use of 

Forest School. The research shows that getting outside into nature provides children with 
positive experiences and supports their mental wellbeing. The ethos of Forest School helps to 

develop connections with nature, build positive relationships, extend specific skills, build 

independence and support the understanding of our own environment. 
 

After the success of our Forest School Days last year, we have decided to extend our offer 
further for Years 2-6 so that they experience two full days a year to enhance their learning in a practical 

experience. Please see the details below for each year group, including the dates for the Forest School days being 

run in the Autumn term: 
  

Year Group Forest School Plan Programme dates for Years N-1 
& Autumn Term Date for Years 2 -6 

Nursery The Forest School Programme run by Mrs.Bailey Spring 1- Summer 1 

Reception Twice a half term Friday Afternoons 

Year 1 The Forest School Programme run by Miss Bessant Spring 1 - Summer 2 

Year 2 2 Full Forest School Days Day 1 - Friday 6th November 

Year 3 2 Full Forest School Days Day 1 - Wednesday 7th October 

Year 4 2 Full Forest School Days Day 1 - Monday 12th October 

Year 5 2 Full Forest School Days Day 1 - Wednesday 18th November 

Year 6 2 Full Forest School Days Day 1 - Monday 9th November 

We will be in contact with each year group to explain how your child’s session will work and what they will need to 

bring with them for their session. If your child is in a year group that will be having a Forest School day, please 

save the date and keep your eyes peeled for more information.  

 

UKHSA: guide to keeping kids healthy this school year for parents and carers 

As children head back to school and we move closer to winter, now is a good time to familiarise 

ourselves with some of the common illnesses that can cause disruption to children’s time in school 

during the colder months.  

Teach good hygiene habits:  

Good hygiene stops infections from spreading, which means less disrupted learning time. Teach your child to wash 
their hands thoroughly with soap and warm water, use tissues for coughs and sneezes, and stay away from others 

when sick. Letting in fresh air can also reduce the spread of airborne viruses. UKHSAs e-bug resources for all 
ages can help you to explain and discuss hygiene habits and why they are important, to your child or teenager.  

Know when to keep your child at home:  
The start of a new term is a good time to familiarise yourself with the symptoms of common illnesses:  

it's fine to send your child to school or nursery with a minor cough or common cold if they are otherwise well and 
do not have a high temperature. But if your child has a fever, they should stay home from school or nursery until 
they feel better, and the fever has resolved  

https://www.e-bug.eu/
https://www.nhs.uk/symptoms/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
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If they have diarrhoea and/or vomiting, they should stay home while unwell and for at least 48 hours after their 
last episode. This is because common causes of diarrhoea and vomiting include norovirus, which can still be 
excreted for up to 48hrs after symptoms stop.  

It is no longer recommended that children and young people are routinely tested for COVID-19 unless directed to 

by a health professional. But if your child has tested positive for COVID-19, they should try to stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test. Children and young people who usually 

go to school, college or childcare and who live with someone who has a positive COVID-19 test result should 
continue to attend as normal.   

If your child has the symptoms of measles (outlined below) and has not had both doses of the MMR or MMRV 
vaccine, they should not attend school until 4 days after their rash started. This is because they will be highly 
infectious during this period.  

The NHS has a useful guide to help parents decide whether a child is well enough to go to school, based on their 
symptoms. 

Know how to spot the signs:  
There are other types of illnesses to watch out for at this time of year, including bacterial infections such as scarlet 

fever. Although we see cases throughout the year, they usually peak in the late winter and early spring. The most 

common symptoms of scarlet fever include sore throat, fever, swollen neck glands, a bumpy rash on the chest and 
tummy with a sandpaper-like feel, flushed cheeks and ‘strawberry tongue’. If you suspect your child has scarlet 
fever, contact your local GP. Stay away from nursery or school for 24 hours after the first dose of antibiotics. 

Since autumn 2023 there have been a number of major measles outbreaks in the West Midlands, North West and 

London, with sporadic cases across the country. In 2024, England saw the highest number of measles cases  since 
2012. Outbreaks have continued in 2025 and 2026. Measles can be a very serious disease for some children and 

tragically it can even cause fatalities. The initial symptoms of measles are similar to those for a cold (runny nose; a 
cough; sneezing; a high temperature; and red, sore, watery eyes). This is followed by white spots in the mouth a 

few days later, and by a rash on the face and body a few days after that. It's very unlikely to be measles if your 
child has had both doses of the MMR/MMRV vaccine or they’ve had measles before. 

Viral infections such as chickenpox can also spread in schools and are highly contagious. An itchy, spotty rash is 
the main symptom of chickenpox. It can be anywhere on the body.  

For more information please follow the link to the UKHSA blog. 

 
 

Reception Intake 2027 - Prospective Parents Information Evening 
We are holding a Prospective Parents Information Evening for Reception 2027 intake on Monday 21st 

September 2026 from 6.30pm -7.30pm.  Book a place here.  
 

Reception Intake 2027 - Head/Deputy headteacher group tours 

We are also running several Head/Deputy headteacher group tours.  Please do come along to see the school in 

action and find out more about provision for children at Walton Oak.  Click here to book a place. 

Walton Oak Nursery – places available for 2026 and beyond!      

We are incredibly proud of the Nursery provision at Walton oak, rated as Good as part of our most recent school 

Ofsted. Although the Nursery remains very popular, we still have a few 15 and 30 hour places for 2026-2027 available 

and we welcome applications for our waiting list. Unlike many private nurseries, there are no registration fees and 

children can be registered from birth. If you have younger children not yet registered we would encourage you to 

complete the application form found here. Please do share this link with any friends and family that may want to join 

the Walton Oak Community.  Further information can be found on our website. 

 

Transition 

https://www.nhs.uk/symptoms/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2025/12/17/what-is-the-mmrv-vaccine-and-is-my-child-eligible/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2026/08/28/a-guide-to-keeping-kids-healthy-this-school-year-for-parents-and-carers/
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2310152
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Nursery&pid=145
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Our+Nursery&pid=145
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Surrey CC Guidance for Secondary Transition 

If your child will reach the age of 11 between 1 September 2026 and 31 August 2027, they will be due to start 

secondary school in September 2027. You can apply for a secondary school place from 1 September 2026. 

The closing date for on-time applications for secondary schools is 31 October 2026. 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary 

 

Local Secondary School Admissions information and open events for the 2027 Y6-7 Transition: 
Heathside Walton  

Three Rivers Academy 
Thamesmead 

Esher Church of England High 

 

 

 

Reading 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary
https://www.heathsidewalton.org/open-events/75.html
https://www.threeriversacademy.org/Information/Open-Evening-Tours-of-the-School/
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/open-evening-thursday-8th-october/
https://www.esherhigh.surrey.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=3409
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This week's activity is aimed at 4-5 year olds and it’s called ‘Playing 

the face game’. This is a game all about facial expressions and 

communicating about emotions. It can sometimes be hard for 

children to communicate and express their feelings, this is an activity that can 

be used to help children express themselves. You could play this at home, on 

the school run, in the car or even at bedtime.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/face-game/z8sgr2p 

Let us know how you get on. We’d love to hear from you.  

 

Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment Clubs Get Off to a Flying Start! 

Our Enrichment Clubs have got off to a fantastic start this week, with children enjoying a wonderful 
variety of exciting activities and experiences after school.  

 
From sport and dance to creative activities and new skills, there really is something for everyone!  It has been 

lovely to see so many children getting involved, trying something new and having fun with their friends. We are 
delighted with the enthusiasm shown by our pupils and the fantastic range of clubs on offer this term. 
 

A special thank you to Mrs Bourne for all her hard work organising and coordinating our Enrichment Clubs. There is 
a great deal of work that goes on behind the scenes to make our programme such a success, and we really 

appreciate everything she does to provide our children with such a fantastic range of opportunities. 

Tiny Happy People 

Oracy 

Enrichment Activities 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/face-game/z8sgr2p
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There are still spaces available in some of our clubs, so if your child would like to join an activity, please email the 

office. Please see the list below for the clubs with places remaining: 
 

Rugby Rockets - Reception & Year 1 - Mondays 

Football - Years 1 & 2 - Mondays 

Board Games - Years 3 & 4 - Mondays 

Football - Years 5 & 6 - Mondays 

Art & Craft - Reception - Tuesdays 

Football - Years 1 & 2 - Tuesdays 

Cheerleading - Years 1, 2 & 3 - Tuesdays 

TTRS - Years 5 & 6 - Tuesdays 

Storytime - Reception & Year 1 - Wednesdays 

Cheerleading - Years 4, 5 & 6 - Wednesdays 

Multi Skills - Years 1 & 2 - Thursdays 

TTRS - Years 3 & 4 - Thursdays 

Dance - Reception & Year 1 - Fridays 

Cricket - KS2 - Fridays 

Rugby - KS2 – Fridays 
 

We’re looking forward to another term packed with fun, learning and new experiences!  

 

 
                          FOWO 
 

 

 

FOWO AGM – Find out what we’re planning for 2026/27!   

We’re kicking off the new school year with our FOWO AGM on 23 September, 6 - 7pm in the school hall, and we’d 

love to see you there. The AGM is a relaxed, welcoming meeting where we share what FOWO has been up to, celebrate 

the successes of the past year, and reveal our plans for the months ahead. 

 

There will be updates on events, fundraising, and projects that directly support Walton Oak pupils. It’s also a chance for 

parents to bring fresh ideas, ask questions, and learn how FOWO works behind the scenes. You don’t need to volunteer 

or take on a role—just come along, have a listen, and get a feel for the friendly community that keeps FOWO running. 

If you’ve ever wondered how events like the Summer Fair, discos, cake sales, or festive activities come together, this is 

the perfect opportunity to find out. We’d love to welcome you. 

Give Uniform a Second Life at Walton Oak  
Don’t forget you can pick up pre‑loved school uniform from the FOWO Uniform Rail in reception, and all items are just 

£1 per piece.  Every reused jumper/cardigan, skirt/short or PE top helps cut down on textile waste and keeps Walton 

Oak’s community moving towards a more sustainable future. 

 

If you have any requests about what you need, please email fowo@lumentlearningtrust.co.uk  and we can check 

stock 

Keep in touch with us on socials 

 @friendsofwaltonoak     |      FriendsofWaltonOak      |      fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 

mailto:fowo@lumentlearningtrust.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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Pastoral News   
Home School Link Worker Role 

The children are beginning to settle well into the routines of the school day, and it has been lovely to see 
them becoming more confident and familiar in their new surroundings. 

 
We felt it would be helpful to introduce and remind parents of the pastoral support at Walton Oak. Our Home 
School Link Worker is Mrs Natasha Herron-Duke. Her role is to support the children and families of the 

Walton Oak community and ensure that the children feel confident and enjoy their school experience, feeling 
happy.  

 
Natasha helps to provide a link between the home school relationship, working in partnership with parents 

and carers. 

 
If you have any worries or concerns about your child, their experiences at school, or circumstances at home, 

please feel welcome to reach out and Natasha Herron-Duke would be happy to arrange a call or in-person 
meeting to listen or offer support and consider further assistance if needed.  
 
Please also be reminded of recent communication regarding Sarah Barnes from the North East Nursing 

Team. She will be visiting school on Thursday 1st October. Further information can also be found on the 
posters outlined in your child's classroom window.  
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Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and 

reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for individuals who are patient and 

emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of teaching and support staff.  

If you actively enjoy working with children in a stimulating and creative environment, have experience ideally 

within the education sector and are professional in your approach with a desire to make a lasting personal 

contribution to our children’s lives, we want to hear from you. For more information please click on the link on 

page 1. 

 

Gold Leaves 

Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:  

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs Denys, Tabitha, Theo, Navy, Tabitha, Bay, Jenny, Roma, Arabella, 
Ayaan & Aliyah 

Squirrels Gabriel, Freya, Harley & Ocean 

1G Max  

1N Elodie, Preston, Ibrahim & William 

2O Junior, Lucy, Alfie, Jessica & Kash  

2H Evie, Rashdan, Tahmina & Eden  

3C Michael, Muhammed, Matty & Jax  

3H Holly, Arlo, Philip, Thomas, Holly, Jackson & Arlo  

4C Albie  

4PA Julia, Essa & William  

5BD Ronnie & Ethan  

6B Noah, Brody & Lyra-Jane  

Job opportunities across Lumen Learning Trust and its schools 

Celebrations 

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. 
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Upcoming dates for the diary 

 

Tue 22nd Sep Stay, Play and Learn Year 1 (+phonics workshop) 

Wed 23rd Sep Behind the Classroom Door event for parents and children – ‘drop in’ 

between 3.30 and 5pm 

FOWO AGM 6-7 pm   NEW TIME 

Stay, Play and Learn Year 1 (+phonics workshop) 

Mon 21st Sep Prospective Parents Information Evening 6.30pm 

Fri 2nd Oct Additional Inset Day 

Tue 6th Oct Reception Stay, Play and Learn (+phonics workshop) 

Wed 7th Oct Reception Stay, Play and Learn (+phonics workshop) 

Fri 9th Oct Young Minds: Hello Yellow event for young people’s mental health 
awareness 

Tue 13th Oct Butterflies Stay, Play & Learn 9-10am 

Wed 14th Oct Ladybirds Stay, Play & Learn 9-10am 

Mon 19th – Fri 30th Oct HALF TERM 

Mon 16th - Fri 20th Nov 
2026 

Antibullying week 
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