WALTON OAK WIRE

01932 259604 e office.waltonoak@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk @ www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk

Headteacher’s Message

Welcome to the summer term. I hope everyone had an enjoyable break.

I would also like to extend a particularly warm welcome to parents of . ‘1 k030

our upcoming September 2026 Reception children who may be ik 5
reading this. While primary school offers were shared yesterday, o

Surrey County Council has asked schools to delay formal welcomes ko"/'m e'.'
until next week to ensure all families are contacted by them first.

Therefore, please look out for our welcome letter, which will be sent

to individual families next Tuesday. In the meantime, we hope you are d hog I,

looking forward to joining us as much as we are to getting to know you and awn

your children over the coming weeks.

il

The sunshine has made a welcome appearance this week and the blossom on the trees is a lovely
sign that warmer days are approaching. It has been great to see our full lunchtime offer return, with
the field and Trim Trail back in use. You may have noticed the new fencing and gated entrance
around the Trim Trail, which supports a one-way system and reduces free flowing running to make
the area even safer. Entering a defined space in this way, much like Woody Oaks, encourages
children to recognise that they are moving into an area with a different level of risk. This helps them
become more aware of their surroundings, manage risk and make informed decisions about their
play. Following a review of our risk assessments, Reception children will continue to use their own
climbing stack for now and will join the main Trim Trail later this term after introductory sessions
with their teachers.

Thank you to everyone who has ensured children have returned looking smart and in line with our
uniform policy. We noticed a decline in ties being worn in Key Stage 2 last term, so it has been very
positive to see these return. Our uniform creates a strong sense of unity and, like any team, reminds
children of our shared purpose of learning. While there are differing views on ties, this simple symbol
helps bring us together and it is important that this expectation is upheld in Key Stage 2. We will of
course let you know if the weather becomes too warm for ties, and top buttons may be undone for
comfort. If there is a specific diagnosed reason why your child finds wearing a tie particularly
difficult, please contact us so we can work together on a supportive plan.

There is a great deal to look forward to this term, so please take time to check
the new dates in this newsletter and on the school calendar. Our Year 3
children visited Gurdwara this week as part of their learning about Sikhism and
staff were pleased to see how much they enjoyed the experience, particularly
the opportunity to share the tasty food on offer. We are proud to offer
experiences like this and I was especially impressed by the respect shown
towards traditions different from their own, which is central to building an
inclusive community.

In assembly this week we explored the Artemis II space mission, considering both its scientific
importance and the powerful perspective it offers. The astronauts often described how, when viewed
from space, Earth appears as one small bright home for all of humanity. I reminded the children that
at Walton Oak we are each other’s “Crew"”. By looking out for one another and applying our nurture
principles, we create an environment where every child can thrive and be the very best they can be.

“Planet Earth, you are a crew...”
Christina Koch, 2026

Sian McCarthy
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Consent for school class photos :@
Whole class photos to take place on 20t May — consent required —
Whole class photos will be taken by our school photographer on Wednesday 20" May and will be

available to purchase by families.

If you have previously given permission for your child's image to be included in ‘Internal Displays’ there is nothing
further you need to do and your child will be included in the class photo. If you have previously declined
permission for your child to be included in Internal Displays your child will not be included in the photo. If you
wish to change your consent we ask that you visit our school website and click on Parents > Online Forms to
complete our Photographic Consent online form as soon as possible and before 15t May.

St George’s Day

Children who are part of a uniformed organisation such as Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and similar are able to wear their uniforms on Thursday 23rd April in acknowledgement of St
George's Day.

Art Week - Artists Around the World

We are excited to share that during the week commencing 27th April, we will be
celebrating Art Week across the school, with our theme “Artists Around the World.”
Throughout the week, children will explore art from different countries, learn about
artists, and experiment with a range of creative techniques before producing their own
final pieces.

We would love to invite parents and carers to join us for a whole-school exhibition on
Friday 1st May at 3:00pm. Classrooms will be transformed into different countries, showcasing the children’s
artwork, art in different countries and artist studies from the week.

This will be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the children’s creativity and see the fantastic work they have
produced.

Please note, Year 6 will be celebrating their own Art Week during the week commencing 18th May.
This is to avoid any clashes with their preparation for the End of KS2 assessments. Parents and carers of children
in Year 6 will be warmly invited to view their child’s art week learning on Friday 22nd May at 3.00pm.

For Nursery to Year 5, we look forward to welcoming you on Friday 1st May at 3.00pm!

Do children always need antibiotics for ear infections?
Survey reveals 1 in 3 parents believe children always need antibiotics for ear infections

36% of parents surveyed believe that children always need antibiotics for ear infection according to research
conducted by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA). The study, led by the UKHSA surveyed over 500 parents
whose children had experience ear infection symptoms in the previous year.

Ear infections are very common, particularly in children, and often get better on their own within 3 days although
sometimes symptoms can last up to a week. Research shows that as few as 1 in 5 children are likely to require
antibiotics to treat an ear infection. The NHS have also published advice on what to do if you think your child has
ear infection - Ear infections - NHS

Catherine Hayes, the UKHSA study lead said "While antibiotics are sometimes necessary for children with ear
infections, unnecessary antibiotic use can cause side effects in children and contribute to antimicrobial
resistance. If your child is prescribed antibiotics, it's important to follow the advice of your GP, nurse or
pharmacist."

The survey highlights that more can be done to support parents to understand when an ear infection is serious and
what they can do. UKHSA’s work will aim to address this by developing resources to support health professionals
and patients during consultations.
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Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites evolve to
withstand the medicines designed to kill them. This makes standard treatments ineffective, leading

to persistent infections, severe illness, or death. It is a natural evolutionary process accelerated by
the misuse and overuse of antibiotics

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

: Transition
T T————"_
Nursery =
Are you looking for a nursery place for September? We hold tours of our nursery on Fridays at 9.00am. '; !
Please call the school office to book. -

ARE YOU NEW TO THE
AREA?

ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR A PLACE NOW OR
IN THE FUTURE?

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR

WALTON OAK PRIMARY
NURSERY & RECEPTION

OPEN MORNING

COME WITH YOUR CHILD
FOR A STAY & PLAY SESSION BETWEEN

10:00AM - 11:30AM

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

: Reading
100 Reads @
Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 100 reads this week:
Aria — Hedgehogs Harper — Hedgehogs Luna - 1B
Isla— 1N Mary -1N Seren —1N
Lilah — 3B Sienna — 5C Madeleine — 5M
150 Reads
Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 150 reads this week:
Barney — Butterflies Jamie — Butterflies William - Hedgehogs
Mera — 1B Emmeline — 1N Isla— 1N
Fionn — 3G Cora — 4A Eliza — 4A
Maddi — 4A Theo L — 4A Ayla — 5C
Noah — 5C Florence — 6BD
200 Reads
Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 200 reads this week:
Aliyah — Butterflies Lauchie - Ladybirds Arlo — Hedgehogs
Hope — Hedgehogs Rory - Hedgehogs Ben — 1B
Evie D — 1IN Josh — 1IN Rashdan — 1N
Salar — 1N Isla - 3G Kai — 5C
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Sophie — 5M Florence — 6BD
300 Reads
Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 300 reads this week:
Ella — Hedgehogs Emilia — Hedgehogs Lucas - Hedgehogs
Zak — 1N Ruby — 4A Ben — 5C
: Tiny Happy People
$0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°
Ball games to boost language
As we have had some sunshine this week, it would be nice to get S8 0o,
outside and play some ball games. Follow the link below to see 5 )

simple ball games to try with your families.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zrmnsk7

If you don't have a ball, don't worry! Why not try the games in the video with
. some rolled-up socks, a cushion or a teddy?

: Oracy
L]

Take Home Focus — Let’s Talk! %
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: Enrichment Activities :
Bececccccccsccccccceecesscecccecsseceoceeeeescecececssssssccceceececececssssosecccccssscccecscsscsoccccccccsccccccsccsssssses

EYFS - Oral Hygiene Talk (ig?
As part of our Early Years Curriculum, we've been exploring the importance of oral hygiene this week and

what a fantastic learning experience it's been! We were delighted to welcome a visit from the school nurse, who
helped us understand just how important it is to keep our teeth clean and healthy.

The children discovered lots of fascinating facts, including: W

e Children have 20 teeth, and adults grow a total of 32!
e Brushing twice a day, morning and evening, is essential
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Teeth should be brushed for a full two minutes (timers at the ready!)
It's best not to rinse after brushing, so the toothpaste can continue protecting our teeth
Sugary foods should only be enjoyed as an occasional treat, as they can lead to cavities
Visiting the dentist twice a year helps keep our smiles in top condition

The children thoroughly enjoyed the session and were especially w :
excited to take home their very own toothbrush and toothpaste. S —

They're now all set to put their new knowledge into practice so
keep an eye out for lots of bright, healthy smiles!

Junior Performers — the Bee Musical
“A 5-star performance * * * * ® "

Hi, my name is Phoebe Smith and for the past three months I have been assisting Mrs Murray with the Junior
Performers after school club as part of my Bronze Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) award. As a former Walton Oak student
(and previous member of the Junior Performers) it has been great to be back assisting this fun and very talented
group of entertainers who put on an excellent performance of the “Bee Musical” on Thursday 26" March.

o

/?
“Great songs, great dances and smiles all round”
All of the performers worked incredibly hard to learn their (many) lines, the songs and routines and I am incredibly
proud of them. They also produced some amazing artwork (a selection seen here) for the programme too!

“A great opportunity to bee amazing.....
Despite last minute absence and changes to roles and new lines being learnt on the day, they all took it in their
stride and brought a smile to everyone'’s faces. The applause from a very happy group of parents and carers was
well deserved and great to hear.

Thank you to Mrs Murray and Mrs Bourne for allowing me to complete my volunteering at Walton Oak and thank
you to a superb cast — good luck for your future performances!

For those of you heading to Three Rivers in September, who love music and drama as much as I do, there will be
opportunities to join the choir, orchestra, music groups and take part in the school productions too. You can also
become a TRA Trailblazer and start the Bronze DofE from Year 9 which involves volunteering in the community,
developing new skills and taking part in sports.
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Year 3 Gurdwara Trip
Year 3 really enjoyed their visit to the Gurdwara where they took part in a
guided tour and learned about Sikh beliefs, traditions, and the importance of
equality and community. They were respectful of the religion throughout,
asked thoughtful questions and had the chance to experience langar, tasting
lentil curry and yellow sweet rice as part of the shared community meal. It was
a great opportunity for the children to learn about a different faith in a
meaningful and
memorable way.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

i Pastoral News @
SEND and wellbeing invitation
Active Surrey and Surrey family voices are running a free event that is open to all Surrey children and young

: people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and their families. No formal diagnosis is

. required to attend.
Event details:

Sunday 26 April 2026
12pm - 3pm
Guildford Spectrum Leisure Centre

They are hosting this event to highlight the powerful role that movement plays in wellbeing, particularly for
. children and young people with SEND. Small, accessible forms of movement can support:

e Emotional regulation

e Sensory processing

e Confidence and self-expression
e Social connection

e Positive mental health

See the flyer at the end of the newsletter for more information.
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Southfield Park Primary & Ewell Grove Primary & Nursery School are recruiting - We are looking to appoint a
permanent part-time HR Assistant to join our HR Team. This exciting role will support the Trust’s HR Manager with
providing a range of administrative support services to assist effective and efficient HR, payroll and training &
development across the Trust. This is an excellent opportunity for someone looking to grow their experience in HR
whilst contributing to a supportive and collaborative team. Working hours are: 25 hours per week, to be worked
between 8am and 4pm Monday to Friday, term time plus 5 inset days and one additional week to be worked
during school holidays (39 weeks a year). For more information please click on the link on page 1.

Lumen Learning Trust is recruiting: An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part-time Finance Manager to work as
a member of the finance team. The post will be based at Saxon Primary School in Shepperton and is a permanent,
part-time role - 15 hrs per week to be worked over 3 days/ 38 weeks per year. Under the direction of the Head of
Finance, the Finance Manager will provide accurate financial reporting, compliance with financial regulations and
strategic financial support.

If you have experience of financial management, ideally within the education sector, but more crucially, are
professional in your approach, possess strong financial skills and are tenacious in your desire to make a lasting
personal contribution to our children's lives, we want to hear from you.

For further information please click on the link on page 1.

Who is your Crew?
In Monday’s assembly, the children reflected on the recent return of four astronauts Victor Glover,

Christina Koch, Reid Wiseman and Jeremy Hansen and what their journey teaches us about life here on
Earth.

Their mission, part of Artemis II, involved travelling
around the Moon and safely returning, marking an
important step in future human exploration of space.

Seeing our planet from space as one shared home
helped the children think about the importance of
kindness, inclusion and working together.

We also recognised the historic significance of the
mission, including Victor Glover as the first Black
astronaut to travel to the Moon, and Christina Koch
as the first woman. The children learned how these
achievements show that space exploration, and the
future, is for everyone. As Victor Glover has said,
“diversity is important for excellence,” reminding us
that different perspectives make teams stronger.

You are on a spaceship called Earth.

It was created to give us a place to live
They explored how courage, teamwork and diversity
help people achieve great things, and discussed
simple ways they can show these values in school, Whether you believe in God or not—this is an opportunity
by helping others, making everyone feel included for us to remember where we are, who we are, and
and treating each other with respect.

in the universe and the cosmos.

that we are all the same.

The assembly ended with a shared message of We've got to get through this together.
“peace and hope,” encouraging the children to be
kind to one another and to remember that we are all — Victor Glover
part of the same world and community. THINKING HUMANITY
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: House Competitions
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Q House competition | a
As part of our Art Week, we will be running a whole-school house
competition to celebrate creativity and artistic talent
Children are invited to toke part in our “Recrecte the Artist™ challenge,
where they can recreate an artwork inspired by an artist or country of
their choice.
They can choose to:
« Create their own version using drawing, painting, colloge or recycled
materiols
+ Dress up and recreate the artwork using props and costumes, taking |
a photo side by side with the ongnal image
Photos of completed artwork or recreations should be emailed to the
school office.
All entries will receive 10 house points for taking port.
There will be o winning entry from each house in:
* Key Stage 1
* Key Stage 2
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friends of .',".-‘,'::3,
Walton "= FOWO
: Come and find out what we have coming up at the next FOWO meeting
. It's a brand-new term, and the energy around the school is already electric. Our FOWO meeting is on 24
: April 2026 @ 2pm inside the school, and we’d love to see both familiar and fresh faces join us.
Whether you have an hour a week or an hour a year to spare, your voice helps shape the experiences our
. kids remember forever. Why not come along to hear what we are planning for the remainder of the term?

See you there at 2pm next Friday!

: Got leftover (or unwanted) party-bag toys? We'd love to reuse them!

¢ FOWO is collecting unused small toys—the kind that often come home in party bags and then quietly
disappear into a drawer (or the bin!!). Instead of letting them gather dust, why not let them bring a smile to
. another child?

. We'll be reusing these little treasures for games and prizes at the Summer Fair, making the event even more
. fun for the children.

If you have any to spare, please drop them—bagged—by the Uniform Rail in reception, or hand
: them to a FOWO volunteer if you spot one of us around school.

It's a simple way to support the fair, cut down on waste, and give those forgotten toys a second life. Thank
¢+ you for helping us make the Summer Fair even more magical for the children.

: Help give a teddy a new adventure!

: Our Teddy Tombola is returning to the Summer Fair, and we're on the lookout for cuddly toys ready for

: their next chapter. If you have soft toys in excellent condition that need a new home, we’d love to take them
¢ in.

: Drop clean, undamaged teddies to a FOWO volunteer or email fowo@Ilumenlearningtrust.co.uk .

Thank you for helping us fill the stall and spread some teddy-powered happiness
KEEP IN TOUCH
] —
<
@ @friendsofwaltonoak | FriendsofWaltonOak | fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

° °
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Last month Ruben (together with Amelia, ex pupil) raised £414 for charity through Swimathon
challenge. They swam over 3.5km together: Ruben swam 1.55km in 1h 34s. What an
amazing achievement and positive example of community spirit. Well done Ruben & Amelia!
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Suraiya in year 5 entered a national The Big Issue
competition to design an Easter cover based on the
theme of “peace.” Although not selected as the
winner, she was shortlisted from around 300 entries,
and her work was personally chosen as one of two
favourites by Axel Scheffler (best known for his
cartoon-like pictures for children's books, in
particular The Gruffalo and The Gruffalo's Child). Her
design has been featured in the magazine, and we
are incredibly proud of her fantastic achievement -
Well done Suraiya!

Gold Leaves
Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:

Hedgehogs  Emilia, Rory, William & Chriselle

Squirrels Toby & Iris

1N Bella, Arabella, Dylan & Mary

3B Jolie, Esmae & Lucy

3G Isla & Honor

LA Hayden

5M Hari & Joshua

6BD Tommy & Dino

6] Ronnie, Isaac, Jack, Zulaikha, Millie, Molly, TJ & Milo

¢ Onbehalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. E
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Upcoming dates for the diary
New dates in red
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-

Let's
% Move
- Together

4 , famlly G
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Ibeing event

—

Creating Connection
We're excited to welcome Paralympian Lizzi Jordan MBE, who will be
joining us to inspire children and young people with stories of resilience,
possibility and the joy of movement.

This free, family-focused event is exclusively for Surrey children and
young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
and their families.

Explore a range of inclusive activities, including:

e Sports & movement sessions * Quiet breakout spaces
* Games and Scalextric » Small animals for calm
» Crafts & creative zones engagement

A space to feel included | A space to play, explore and connect |
A space to discover what movement can mean for your family
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WALTON OAK EVENTS

MARCH YEAR 3 & 4
20TH CAKE SALE

MAY  NURSERY/RECEPTION

8TH CAKE SALE Join our Baby & Toddler Group

St Erconwald’s Church Hall

JUNE
13TH

SUMMER FAIR

Fri 10, 17 & 24 Apr
No session 1** May (bank hol weekend)
Fri 8,15 & 22 May

JUNE HAPPY BAGS
17TH/18TH  COLLECTION

JULY END OF YEAR
3RD DISCOS

10-11.30am *

Join our WhatsApp group by contacting
the Parish Office or messaging 07494749833

FOWO DRINKS i
We need volunteers to help ensure this runs
_ regularly - if you can help please get in touch!
Friends of 3§

o KEEP UP TO DATE:
Walt%na Lﬂi} ”/ “; d t “ {

f FRIENDS OF WALTON
THE PYA OF WALTON OAK SCHOOL OAK-FOWO “ 4 W\?Irl.stel’cczl':xva lds.o l'g‘..u'k
!

JULY
10TH
X LA

s’.‘\‘

A FUN, TEAM-BASED GOLF
LEAGUE FOR AGES 8-12

WHERE KIDS BUILD CONFIDENCE,
MAKE FRIENDS AND LOVE BEING
ACTIVE

PLEASE JOIN USI

Register Today 3 . .
(includes Kit + Free Practice ‘Hazelwood We'd love your input
Round) : S ; Come along and help us plan the Summer Fair
and end-of-year eventsl

START DATE: 2ND MAY : FHIDH? HPR"- EqTH,

6-WEEK LEAGUE AFTER THE FREE a.uu PM
PRACTICE ROUND EMAIL -

PAULHEAL@GOLFSTARZ.PRO
MISIT OUR LEAGUE WEBSITE OR THE ﬂLUFILTUN UHH SCHUUL
AINKAN OUR BIO TO FIND OUT MORE WEBSITE

GOLFSTARZ.CO.UK/NORTH-SURREY [LEAGUE i,
R

il Friends of ;‘;‘*‘v- 5
GOLFSTARZ NORTH SURREY Walton **%
INSTAGRAM: Dak Follow Us: *’
@GOLFITARZNORTHIURREY Friends of walton oak- FOWD

THE FTA OF WALTON i SCHOOL
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wineley Village ¢

WE WHITELEY VILLAGE
CRICKET CLUB

Founded 19V

COME AND JOIN US THIS SUMMER!
All Abilities Welcome
ECB Qualified Coaches
NEW

WL ABAT

4 - < \ o _—
AIN PACKED, CRICKET{COUR

Sign up today
; R ATy 157/ L\ E B 2 (]
Includes t-shirt, bat, ball and backpack BUILD CONFIDENCE. HAVE FUN.
All for just £50!! PLAY CRICKET!

wireey Village o

U9s to U17s Whiteley Village CC
Thursdays Coombe Lane
6.30 - 8.00 pm Hersham
from 23rd April 2026

Enquiries to Jackie
www.whiteleyvillagecricketclub.co.uk - wvcc@sky.com
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