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Headteacher’s Message 
Welcome to the summer term. I hope everyone had an enjoyable break. 

I would also like to extend a particularly warm welcome to parents of 
our upcoming September 2026 Reception children who may be  

reading this. While primary school offers were shared yesterday,  

Surrey County Council has asked schools to delay formal welcomes  
until next week to ensure all families are contacted by them first.  

Therefore, please look out for our welcome letter, which will be sent  
to individual families next Tuesday. In the meantime, we hope you are  

looking forward to joining us as much as we are to getting to know you and  
your children over the coming weeks. 

The sunshine has made a welcome appearance this week and the blossom on the trees is a lovely 

sign that warmer days are approaching. It has been great to see our full lunchtime offer return, with 

the field and Trim Trail back in use. You may have noticed the new fencing and gated entrance 
around the Trim Trail, which supports a one-way system and reduces free flowing running to make 

the area even safer. Entering a defined space in this way, much like Woody Oaks, encourages 

children to recognise that they are moving into an area with a different level of risk. This helps them 
become more aware of their surroundings, manage risk and make informed decisions about their 

play. Following a review of our risk assessments, Reception children will continue to use their own 
climbing stack for now and will join the main Trim Trail later this term after introductory sessions 
with their teachers. 

Thank you to everyone who has ensured children have returned looking smart and in line with our 

uniform policy. We noticed a decline in ties being worn in Key Stage 2 last term, so it has been very 
positive to see these return. Our uniform creates a strong sense of unity and, like any team, reminds 

children of our shared purpose of learning. While there are differing views on ties, this simple symbol 

helps bring us together and it is important that this expectation is upheld in Key Stage 2. We will of 
course let you know if the weather becomes too warm for ties, and top buttons may be undone for 

comfort. If there is a specific diagnosed reason why your child finds wearing a tie particularly 
difficult, please contact us so we can work together on a supportive plan. 

                               There is a great deal to look forward to this term, so please take time to check   
                               the new dates in this newsletter and on the school calendar. Our Year 3  

                               children visited Gurdwara this week as part of their learning about Sikhism and 
                               staff were pleased to see how much they enjoyed the experience, particularly        

                               the opportunity to share the tasty food on offer. We are proud to offer  

                               experiences like this and I was especially impressed by the respect shown  
                               towards traditions different from their own, which is central to building an  

                               inclusive community. 
 

In assembly this week we explored the Artemis II space mission, considering both its scientific 
importance and the powerful perspective it offers. The astronauts often described how, when viewed 

from space, Earth appears as one small bright home for all of humanity. I reminded the children that 

at Walton Oak we are each other’s “Crew”. By looking out for one another and applying our nurture 
principles, we create an environment where every child can thrive and be the very best they can be.  

 
                                           “Planet Earth, you are a crew…” 

                                                Christina Koch, 2026 

 
Siân McCarthy 
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Consent for school class photos  
Whole class photos to take place on 20th May – consent required 

Whole class photos will be taken by our school photographer on Wednesday 20th May and will be 
available to purchase by families. 
If you have previously given permission for your child's image to be included in ‘Internal Displays’ there is nothing 
further you need to do and your child will be included in the class photo. If you have previously declined 

permission for your child to be included in Internal Displays your child will not be included in the photo. If you 
wish to change your consent we ask that you visit our school website and click on Parents > Online Forms to 
complete our Photographic Consent online form as soon as possible and before 15th May. 

St George’s Day 
Children who are part of a uniformed organisation such as Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and similar are able to wear their uniforms on Thursday 23rd April in acknowledgement of St 

George’s Day. 

Art Week - Artists Around the World 

We are excited to share that during the week commencing 27th April, we will be 
celebrating Art Week across the school, with our theme “Artists Around the World.” 
Throughout the week, children will explore art from different countries, learn about 

artists, and experiment with a range of creative techniques before producing their own 
final pieces. 

We would love to invite parents and carers to join us for a whole-school exhibition on 
Friday 1st May at 3:00pm. Classrooms will be transformed into different countries, showcasing the children’s 

artwork, art in different countries and artist studies from the week. 

This will be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the children’s creativity and see the fantastic work they have 
produced. 

 
Please note, Year 6 will be celebrating their own Art Week during the week commencing 18th May. 
This is to avoid any clashes with their preparation for the End of KS2 assessments. Parents and carers of children 
in Year 6 will be warmly invited to view their child’s art week learning on Friday 22nd May at 3.00pm. 
For Nursery to Year 5, we look forward to welcoming you on Friday 1st May at 3.00pm! 

Do children always need antibiotics for ear infections? 

Survey reveals 1 in 3 parents believe children always need antibiotics for ear infections 

 

36% of parents surveyed believe that children always need antibiotics for ear infection according to research 
conducted by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA). The study, led by the UKHSA surveyed over 500 parents 

whose children had experience ear infection symptoms in the previous year.  

Ear infections are very common, particularly in children, and often get better on their own within 3 days although 

sometimes symptoms can last up to a week. Research shows that as few as 1 in 5 children are likely to require 
antibiotics to treat an ear infection. The NHS have also published advice on what to do if you think your child has 
ear infection - Ear infections - NHS 

Catherine Hayes, the UKHSA study lead said "While antibiotics are sometimes necessary for children with ear 

infections, unnecessary antibiotic use can cause side effects in children and contribute to antimicrobial 

resistance. If your child is prescribed antibiotics, it’s important to follow the advice of your GP, nurse or 
pharmacist." 

The survey highlights that more can be done to support parents to understand when an ear infection is serious and 

what they can do. UKHSA’s work will aim to address this by developing resources to support health professionals 
and patients during consultations. 

General Information 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/
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Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites evolve to 
withstand the medicines designed to kill them. This makes standard treatments ineffective, leading 

to persistent infections, severe illness, or death. It is a natural evolutionary process accelerated by 
the misuse and overuse of antibiotics 

 
 

Nursery 

Are you looking for a nursery place for September? We hold tours of our nursery on Fridays at 9.00am.  

Please call the school office to book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 Reads                                                                           

Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 100 reads this week: 

Aria – Hedgehogs Harper – Hedgehogs Luna – 1B 

Isla – 1N Mary -1N Seren –1N 

Lilah – 3B Sienna – 5C Madeleine – 5M 

 

150 Reads                                                                          
Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 150 reads this week: 

Barney – Butterflies Jamie – Butterflies William - Hedgehogs 

Mera – 1B Emmeline – 1N Isla – 1N 

Fionn – 3G Cora – 4A Eliza – 4A 

Maddi – 4A Theo L – 4A Ayla – 5C 

Noah – 5C Florence – 6BD  

 

200 Reads                                                                          
Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 200 reads this week: 

Aliyah – Butterflies Lauchie - Ladybirds Arlo – Hedgehogs 

Hope – Hedgehogs Rory - Hedgehogs Ben – 1B 

Evie D – 1N Josh – 1N Rashdan – 1N 

Salar – 1N Isla – 3G Kai – 5C 

Transition 

Reading 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/antimicrobial-resistance
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Sophie – 5M Florence – 6BD 

 
300 Reads                                                                          

Congratulations to the following children who have reached their 300 reads this week: 

Ella – Hedgehogs Emilia – Hedgehogs Lucas - Hedgehogs 

Zak – 1N Ruby – 4A Ben – 5C 

 

 

Ball games to boost language 
As we have had some sunshine this week, it would be nice to get 

outside and play some ball games. Follow the link below to see 5 

simple ball games to try with your families.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zrmnsk7 
If you don't have a ball, don't worry! Why not try the games in the video with 

some rolled-up socks, a cushion or a teddy? 
 

 

 

Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS - Oral Hygiene Talk 
As part of our Early Years Curriculum, we’ve been exploring the importance of oral hygiene this week and 

what a fantastic learning experience it’s been! We were delighted to welcome a visit from the school nurse, who 
helped us understand just how important it is to keep our teeth clean and healthy. 

The children discovered lots of fascinating facts, including: 

• Children have 20 teeth, and adults grow a total of 32! 

• Brushing twice a day, morning and evening, is essential 

Tiny Happy People 

Oracy 

Enrichment Activities 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zrmnsk7
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• Teeth should be brushed for a full two minutes (timers at the ready!) 

• It’s best not to rinse after brushing, so the toothpaste can continue protecting our teeth 

• Sugary foods should only be enjoyed as an occasional treat, as they can lead to cavities 

• Visiting the dentist twice a year helps keep our smiles in top condition 

The children thoroughly enjoyed the session and were especially 
excited to take home their very own toothbrush and toothpaste. 

They’re now all set to put their new knowledge into practice so 

keep an eye out for lots of bright, healthy smiles!  

 

Junior Performers – the Bee Musical  

“A 5-star performance ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐”  

Hi, my name is Phoebe Smith and for the past three months I have been assisting Mrs Murray with the Junior 

Performers after school club as part of my Bronze Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) award. As a former Walton Oak student 

(and previous member of the Junior Performers) it has been great to be back assisting this fun and very talented 

group of entertainers who put on an excellent performance of the “Bee Musical” on Thursday 26th March. 

“Great songs, great dances and smiles all round”  

All of the performers worked incredibly hard to learn their (many) lines, the songs and routines and I am incredibly 

proud of them. They also produced some amazing artwork (a selection seen here) for the programme too! 

“A great opportunity to bee amazing…..”  

Despite last minute absence and changes to roles and new lines being learnt on the day, they all took it in their 

stride and brought a smile to everyone’s faces. The applause from a very happy group of parents and carers was 

well deserved and great to hear. 

 

Thank you to Mrs Murray and Mrs Bourne for allowing me to complete my volunteering at Walton Oak and thank 

you to a superb cast – good luck for your future performances! 

 

For those of you heading to Three Rivers in September, who love music and drama as much as I do, there will be 

opportunities to join the choir, orchestra, music groups and take part in the school productions too. You can also 

become a TRA Trailblazer and start the Bronze DofE from Year 9 which involves volunteering in the community, 

developing new skills and taking part in sports. 
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Year 3 Gurdwara Trip 

Year 3 really enjoyed their visit to the Gurdwara where they took part in a 
guided tour and learned about Sikh beliefs, traditions, and the importance of 

equality and community. They were respectful of the religion throughout, 
asked thoughtful questions and had the chance to experience langar, tasting 

lentil curry and yellow sweet rice as part of the shared community meal. It was 

a great opportunity for the children to learn about a different faith in a 
meaningful and 

memorable way. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral News   

SEND and wellbeing invitation  

Active Surrey and Surrey family voices are running a free event that is open to all Surrey children and young 

people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and their families. No formal diagnosis is 

required to attend. 

 Event details: 

 Sunday 26 April 2026 

 12pm – 3pm 

 Guildford Spectrum Leisure Centre 

  

They are hosting this event to highlight the powerful role that movement plays in wellbeing, particularly for 

children and young people with SEND. Small, accessible forms of movement can support: 

• Emotional regulation 

• Sensory processing 

• Confidence and self‑expression 

• Social connection 

• Positive mental health 

See the flyer at the end of the newsletter for more information. 
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Southfield Park Primary & Ewell Grove Primary & Nursery School are recruiting - We are looking to appoint a 

permanent part-time HR Assistant to join our HR Team. This exciting role will support the Trust’s HR Manager with 

providing a range of administrative support services to assist effective and efficient HR, payroll and training & 

development across the Trust. This is an excellent opportunity for someone looking to grow their experience in HR 

whilst contributing to a supportive and collaborative team. Working hours are: 25 hours per week, to be worked 

between 8am and 4pm Monday to Friday, term time plus 5 inset days and one additional week to be worked 

during school holidays (39 weeks a year).  For more information please click on the link on page 1. 

Lumen Learning Trust is recruiting: An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part-time Finance Manager to work as 

a member of the finance team. The post will be based at Saxon Primary School in Shepperton and is a permanent, 

part-time role - 15 hrs per week to be worked over 3 days/ 38 weeks per year. Under the direction of the Head of 

Finance, the Finance Manager will provide accurate financial reporting, compliance with financial regulations and 

strategic financial support.  

If you have experience of financial management, ideally within the education sector, but more crucially, are 

professional in your approach, possess strong financial skills and are tenacious in your desire to make a lasting 

personal contribution to our children's lives, we want to hear from you.  

For further information please click on the link on page 1. 

 

Who is your Crew? 

In Monday’s assembly, the children reflected on the recent return of four astronauts Victor Glover, 
Christina Koch, Reid Wiseman and Jeremy Hansen and what their journey teaches us about life here on 

Earth.  

 
Their mission, part of Artemis II, involved travelling 

around the Moon and safely returning, marking an 
important step in future human exploration of space. 

 

Seeing our planet from space as one shared home 
helped the children think about the importance of 

kindness, inclusion and working together. 
 

We also recognised the historic significance of the 
mission, including Victor Glover as the first Black 

astronaut to travel to the Moon, and Christina Koch 

as the first woman. The children learned how these 
achievements show that space exploration, and the 

future, is for everyone. As Victor Glover has said, 
“diversity is important for excellence,” reminding us 

that different perspectives make teams stronger. 

 
They explored how courage, teamwork and diversity 

help people achieve great things, and discussed 
simple ways they can show these values in school, 

by helping others, making everyone feel included 

and treating each other with respect. 
 

The assembly ended with a shared message of 
“peace and hope,” encouraging the children to be 

kind to one another and to remember that we are all 
part of the same world and community.  

Job opportunities across Lumen Learning Trust and its schools 

Diversity and Equality 
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House Competitions 
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Achievement outside the school 

 

 

Last month Ruben (together with Amelia, ex pupil) raised £414 for charity through Swimathon 

challenge. They swam over 3.5km together: Ruben swam 1.55km in 1h 34s.  What an 

amazing achievement and positive example of community spirit. Well done Ruben & Amelia!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                          FOWO 
 

 

 

 

Come and find out what we have coming up at the next FOWO meeting  

It’s a brand-new term, and the energy around the school is already electric. Our FOWO meeting is on 24 

April 2026 @ 2pm inside the school, and we’d love to see both familiar and fresh faces join us. 

Whether you have an hour a week or an hour a year to spare, your voice helps shape the experiences our 

kids remember forever. Why not come along to hear what we are planning for the remainder of the term? 

See you there at 2pm next Friday! 

Got leftover (or unwanted) party-bag toys?  We’d love to reuse them!  

FOWO is collecting unused small toys—the kind that often come home in party bags and then quietly 

disappear into a drawer (or the bin!!). Instead of letting them gather dust, why not let them bring a smile to 

another child? 

We’ll be reusing these little treasures for games and prizes at the Summer Fair, making the event even more 

fun for the children. 

If you have any to spare, please drop them—bagged—by the Uniform Rail in reception, or hand 

them to a FOWO volunteer if you spot one of us around school. 

It’s a simple way to support the fair, cut down on waste, and give those forgotten toys a second life. Thank 

you for helping us make the Summer Fair even more magical for the children. 

Help give a teddy a new adventure!  

Our Teddy Tombola is returning to the Summer Fair, and we’re on the lookout for cuddly toys ready for 

their next chapter. If you have soft toys in excellent condition that need a new home, we’d love to take them 

in. 

Drop clean, undamaged teddies to a FOWO volunteer or email fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk . 

Thank you for helping us fill the stall and spread some teddy‑powered happiness 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

 @friendsofwaltonoak     |      FriendsofWaltonOak      |      fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
                    

 
                                     

 

Celebrations 

mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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Suraiya in year 5 entered a national The Big Issue 

competition to design an Easter cover based on the 

theme of “peace.” Although not selected as the 

winner, she was shortlisted from around 300 entries, 

and her work was personally chosen as one of two 

favourites by Axel Scheffler (best known for his 

cartoon-like pictures for children's books, in 

particular The Gruffalo and The Gruffalo's Child). Her 

design has been featured in the magazine, and we 

are incredibly proud of her fantastic achievement - 

Well done Suraiya! 

 

 

 

Gold Leaves 

Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:  

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs Emilia, Rory, William & Chriselle 

Squirrels Toby & Iris  

1N Bella, Arabella, Dylan & Mary 

3B Jolie, Esmae & Lucy 

3G Isla & Honor  

4A Hayden 

5M Hari & Joshua  

6BD Tommy & Dino 

6J Ronnie, Isaac, Jack, Zulaikha, Millie, Molly, TJ & Milo  

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. 
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Upcoming dates for the diary 

New dates in red 

 

 

Tue 21st Apr 6BD Parent Consultations 1.50-4.30pm 

Wed 22nd Apr 6BD Parent Consultations 4.20-7.00pm 

Thur 23rd Apr St George’s Day – uniforms worn  

Fri 24th Apr FOWO Meeting 2-3pm in school 

Mon 27th Apr Yr5 Hampton Court Trip 

Mon 27th Apr Yr4 Swimming starts 

Wed 29th Apr  Yr4 Delight in Dance Showcase – 2.30pm 

Fri 1st May Art Week Exhibition – 3pm 

Mon 4th May Bank Holiday – School closed 

Fri 8th May FOWO Nursery & Reception Cake Sale 3.15pm 

Mon 11th May KS2 SATS Week 

Wed 20th May Class Photos 

Thur 21st - Fri 22nd May Yr4 Walton Firs Residential 

Fri 22nd May Art Week Exhibition for Yr6 – 3pm 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th May HALF TERM  

Sat 6th Jun Nursery & Reception Open Morning – 10.00-11.30am 

Mon 8th Jun Nursery Non uniform day & donations for Summer Fair 

Mon 8th Jun  New Reception Parent Induction Meeting - 6.30pm 

Fri 12th Jun Non uniform day & donations for Summer Fair 

Sat 13th Jun FOWO Summer Fair 

Thur 18th Jun FOWO Happy Bags Collection 

Fri 19th Jun Celebrating Us Event – 3.15pm 

Tue 23rd Jun Sports Day Y1 - 3 – 10-11.30am 

Tue 23rd Jun Sports Day Y4 – 6 – 1.30-3.00pm 

Wed 24th Jun Sports Day Nursery & Reception – 9.30-10.30am 

Tue 30th Jun Move Up Morning 

Tue 30th Jun Secondary Induction Day 

Thur 2nd Jul Volunteer Afternoon Tea (by invitation) – 2pm 

Fri 3 Jul FOWO end of Year Discos 

Wed 8th Jul Yr6 Production – 2pm & 6pm 

Fri 10 Jul FOWO New Reception Picnic – 3.30-5.00pm 

Wed 15th Jul Yr6 Celebration Day 

Thur 16th Jul Yr6 Leaver’s Assembly 9.00am 

Fri 17 Jul End of Term – 1.45pm 
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