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Headteacher’s Message 

Last week we held our Spring Term meeting of the Local Governing Body. These meetings are an 

important opportunity to reflect on the work of the school and to look ahead at the priorities that will 
continue to shape our development. 

 

                                                                        One key area that remains central to our work is  
                                                                        our journey towards becoming a fully Nurturing  

                                                                        School. Alongside this newsletter you will find a  
                                                                        leaflet produced by our Pupil Leadership Team,  

                                                                        which explains what nurture means to them and  
                                                                        why the Six Principles of Nurture we have  

                                                                        introduced are so important. We are proud that  

                                                                        our pupils are able to articulate how these                      
                                                                        principles help to create a school where everyone              

                                                                        feels safe, valued and ready to learn. 
 

                                                                       Another priority for the school is 

                                                                       continuing to embed Oracy across 
                                                                       the curriculum. We want our  

children to develop the confidence and skills to express themselves clearly, explain  
their thinking and engage in meaningful discussion. By strengthening speaking and  

listening, we support children to organise their ideas, deepen their reasoning and  
ultimately become better communicators in both speaking and writing. 

 

We are also continuing to build teacher expertise through collaboration across our trust. By working 
alongside colleagues from other schools, sharing practice and learning from one another, we ensure 

that teaching continues to develop and that our pupils benefit from the very best approaches.  

One particular ongoing challenge that is often discussed and that we must continue to address 

transparently with you as parents, is the impact of smartphone use. Today, we sent a letter to 
parents in Years 4, 5, and 6 as this is typically when the transition to independent mobile use begins. 

However, we are aware that even our youngest pupils frequently use devices to watch videos or play 
games. 

The issues we face extend far beyond simple "screen time." Children are increasingly exposed to 
content - both imagery and language - that they are not yet developmentally equipped to process. 

Furthermore, participation in large social media groups often leads to conflicts that spill into the 
school day. This pressure to "grow up fast" is impacting children’s wellbeing, their academic success 

and their ability to simply enjoy childhood. We remain committed to supporting our children through 

these digital challenges and have included further guidance in this newsletter to help us tackle this 
together. 

Finally, an exciting event is taking place tonight as our Year 3 Sleepover gets underway. This is an 

annual tradition and for many children it will be the first time they have stayed away from home. 

The evening will be filled with games and activities, followed by a hot chocolate before everyone 
settles down to camp out on the classroom floors. It is always a wonderful and memorable 

experience for the children. A huge thank you to the staff who are giving their time to make this 
special event possible. 

 
Siân McCarthy 
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Staff News 

Due to personal circumstances, Mrs Bulford-Davies has temporarily stepped away from her role as KS2 

Phase Leader and Senior Leader. We wish her the very best during this period. In the interim, we are pleased to 

announce that Miss Courtenay has been appointed as Acting KS2 Phase Leader and has joined the Senior 

Leadership Team, ensuring continuity and support for our KS2 pupils and their families. 

 

After-school Enrichment Clubs – Summer Term 2025-26 

Yesterday, the summer term enrichments clubs letter and table detailing all the clubs on offer was sent out to all 
parents.  Our Summer Term clubs will begin during the week commencing 20th April 2026.  Please note that 

children eligible for Pupil Premium funding are entitled to one free club per term. 
 

Please share your preferences for the club(s) you would like your child to attend using this Google Form link (due 

by Wednesday 18th March at 12pm). 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHZXkB7d4sNAf8Qx3G3QzsSQf9SMXYrjikhFoWui_N5W3gw/viewform

?usp=publish-editor 
 

Mobile Phones and Online Safety 

Deciding when your child needs a mobile phone can be a difficult decision – do they need one or do they just want 
one because everyone else has? Families have to balance safety in public with safety online, and all the challenges 

having a mobile phone can bring. The NSPCC have published this guidance to help you make an informed decision: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-safety/ 

 

Whether your child has a phone or not, online safety on any device is extremely important. The Kids Online Safety 
Government Campaign is a way of finding out practical, trusted information about steps to protecting your child 

online. You can find more information here: https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/ 
 

Red Nose Day – Friday 20th March 
We are excited to be celebrating Red Nose Day on Friday 20th March to help raise money for 

Comic Relief, supporting vulnerable children and families across the UK and around the world. 

To mark the occasion, children are invited to come to school with fun and creative hairstyles 
inspired by Comic Relief, along with red accessories (for example: red socks, hairbands, bows, ties 

or other red items!). 

We are asking for a £1 voluntary donation, which will act as entry into our Fun Hair Competition. 

There will be some exciting prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place! 

Start planning your fantastic hair ideas for Friday 20th March! We can’t wait to see all the fantastic creativity on 
display!  

 

Reading 

Congratulations to those children that have achieved 100, 150 & 200 reads and to the parents and 

carers that have supported this achievement at home! 
 

100 Reads                                                                    

Fionn – 3G 

 

Reading 

General Information 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHZXkB7d4sNAf8Qx3G3QzsSQf9SMXYrjikhFoWui_N5W3gw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHZXkB7d4sNAf8Qx3G3QzsSQf9SMXYrjikhFoWui_N5W3gw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-safety/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/
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150 Reads                                                                       

Martha- Squirrels Michael – 2L Sofia M – 3G 

Yahya – 3B 

 

200 Reads                                                                          

Ayaan - Butterflies Holly – 2L Jaxon – 2L 

Shay – 2L Thomas – 3G 

 

 
 

Nursery 

Are you looking for a nursery place for September?  We hold tours of our nursery on Fridays at 9.00am. 

Please call the school office to book. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Singing songs and rhymes with actions 
This week’s activity is singing! Children love to sing familiar songs they know and even better when it 

has actions for them to join in with too. Watch the video for some handy tips. Also on the link is a list of 

action songs to give some inspiration.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/znjxprd 
 

Happy singing! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Transition 

Tiny Happy People 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/znjxprd
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Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 LLT TTRS Battle 

Last week, the children in Year 4 across the Lumen Learning Trust took part 

in a battle on Times Tables Rockstars. Across the week, 4A and 4C were determined to 
earn as many points as possible in a bid to be crowned ‘Top of the Rocks’.  

 

We are delighted to share that Walton Oak were the top school, scoring the most 
average points across the Trust. In addition, 4C placed 2nd out of 13 Year 4 classes.  

A special congratulations to our top 3 players at Walton Oak - Kornelia, Nikyle and Mia 
(all 4C). We are so proud of this achievement and the hard work our Year 4 children are 

putting into rehearsing their times tables recall ahead of their Multiplication Tables 

Check in June. 
 

 

Year 6 Football  

Year 6 showed great character and teamwork in a busy week of football, securing a 3–2 win against The 

Hythe before battling to a 2–2 draw with Burhill in an entertaining week. 
Against The Hythe, Walton Oak had to dig deep after falling behind, but the team responded brilliantly with some 

excellent passing and determined play. The comeback was led by Brian, who produced a superb performance to 
score a hat-trick, turning the game around and sealing a well-deserved 3–2 victory. 

Oracy 

Extra-Curricular Events 



 
 

Spring Term, Week 9 13th March 2026  5 

The second game against Burhill followed a similar pattern, with Walton Oak once again showing real resilience to 
come from behind. The boys worked hard for each other, played some great team football and were rewarded with 
two well-worked goals to earn a 2–2 draw. 

Across both matches the team displayed fantastic teamwork, determination, and some excellent team goals, 
highlighting how much progress they have made over the season. 

A special mention goes to Brian, not only for his hat-trick against The 
Hythe but also for his commitment throughout the season. He has 

never missed a training session and always gives his all, setting a 

great example for the team.  

As the season comes to an end, I’d like to wish all the boys the very 

best in their future football endeavours. It has been a pleasure 

watching them develop and play the game with such enthusiasm and 
team spirit. 

Year 5 & 6 Cross Country 

A group of Year 5 and Year 6 children recently took part in a cross country event at 

Bedfont Lakes. The course proved to be very muddy and slippery, making the race 
particularly challenging, but the children showed great determination and resilience to 

overcome the difficult conditions. We were delighted to celebrate some fantastic 
achievements, including Vaughn in Year 5 

who finished 1st in his race. 
 

In addition, the Year 5 girls secured an 

impressive 2nd place overall, while the 
Year 5 boys finished 3rd overall. The Year 6 

children also put in a great effort, 
encouraging and supporting one another 

around the course. We are incredibly proud 

of all the children who took part and 
represented our school so well. 

 

 

 
Reception Stay, Play & Learn 

On Tuesday and Thursday, Reception held Stay, Play and Learn 
sessions where our parents were invited into the classroom to take 

part in their child’s learning. The sessions began with a short phonics input, 
allowing parents to see how children practise letter sounds, blending, and early 

reading skills. This was followed by a parent writing workshop, where families 

explored simple ways to support early writing at home. Parents then joined 
their children in a range of play-based activities, giving them the opportunity to 

see how learning develops through play while spending time learning together. 
 

Enrichment Activities 
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Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting:  We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated, proactive, skilled and 

reliable individual to take on the role of Office Assistant in our busy school office. 

This is an exciting opportunity for anyone wishing to be part of a dedicated, fast paced team where you can make 

a real difference to our children. Riverbridge Primary School is a three-form entry primary school, with a diverse 

catchment and a strong team spirit.  For further information click on the link on page 1. 

Lumen Learning Trust is recruiting:  An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part-time Finance Manager to work as 

a member of the finance team. The post will be based at Saxon Primary School in Shepperton and is a permanent, 

part-time role - 15 hrs per week to be worked over 3 days/ 38 weeks per year. Under the direction of the Head of 

Finance, the Finance Manager will provide accurate financial reporting, compliance with financial regulations and 

strategic financial support.  

If you have experience of financial management, ideally within the education sector, but more crucially, are 

Pastoral News   

Young Carers Action Day 2026 

                                                               The 11th March was Young Carers Day and the theme was “Fair  

                                                               Futures for Young Carers” 

 

                                                               At Walton Oak we offer all of our young carers a session once a  

                                                               half term to come together and spend time enjoying a range of  

                                                               different activities, where they can talk about  

                                                               their experiences or just enjoy time doing  

                                                               something fun.  

                                                                

                                                              On young carers day the children took part in  

                                                              some art activities painting egg holders and 

                                                              creating their own little bag of treats for Easter.                                                           

 

If you would like to know more about the young carers group, please contact Mrs. Natasha 

Herron Duke, Home School Link Worker (HSLW). 

     

 

    

Job opportunities across Lumen Learning Trust and its schools 
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professional in your approach, possess strong financial skills and are tenacious in your desire to make a lasting 

personal contribution to our children's lives, we want to hear from you.  For further information please click in the 

link on page 1. 

 

In assembly this week, we spent some time 

talking about a topic that many children may 

have seen mentioned on television or heard 

adults discussing - the conflict involving Iran and the 

involvement of America. 

 

The discussion was carefully explained in very simple 

terms, focusing on the idea that when countries disagree 

it can sometimes lead to conflict, but that many leaders 

around the world are working hard to try to solve 

problems peacefully. Our focus was on the importance of 

peace and the hope that disagreements can be resolved 

through discussion and cooperation. 

 

We linked this idea to life in school. Just as countries sometimes have 

disagreements, children can also experience big feelings or worries 

when things don’t go the way they hope. We talked about how, like the 

leaders trying to resolve conflict peacefully, we can learn to manage our 

worries and solve problems calmly, using the strategies we practise in 

school.  

 

The children also watched a short video explaining that events often 

become news stories because they are unusual or surprising. This 

helped the children understand that while news can sometimes sound 

worrying, it often focuses on events that are rare rather than everyday 

life: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

 

We explained that learning about what is happening in the world and 

hearing about different places and cultures helps to broaden our 

understanding. It encourages curiosity, empathy and respect and 

supports our children in becoming thoughtful global citizens. 

 

We chose not to show this video, due to the wide age range of children 

in a whole school assembly – however it is a useful resource for KS2 

children: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/cqj9gypk1v0o 

 
 

Diversity and Equality 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/cqj9gypk1v0o
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Gold Leaves 

Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:  

 

Hedgehogs Lucas & Luca  

Squirrels Ibrahim, Toby, Summer, Billy, Henry & Martha 

2L Jackson & Holly  

 
                          FOWO 
 
Got a spare party bag or cracker toys looking for a new home?  

With Christmas behind us and birthday parties always on the go, those little toys from crackers and party 

bags often end up forgotten at the back of a drawer. FOWO would love to give them a second life! 

If you have any unused small toys tucked away, please feel free to donate them. Simply leave bagged 

donations by the Uniform Rail in reception, or hand them to a member of the FOWO Team if you spot one 

around school. 

Thank you for helping us reduce waste and support school fundraising in a fun way. 

Teddy tombola donations welcome!  
Having a clear‑out of cuddly toys? FOWO would love to give your teddies a little holiday and a brand‑new home through 

our Teddy Tombolas.  If you have any clean, undamaged cuddly toys to donate, please speak to a member of the FOWO 

team or email fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk 

Thank you for helping us make these much‑loved stalls a success. 

Sweet treats ahead: Year 3 & 4 host the next FOWO cake sale  
Year 3 & 4 are hosting the next after‑school cake sale - join us on Friday 20 March 2026 for something sweet and a 

great cause. 

Can you lend a hand?                        These sales can’t happen without your help! We need 4–5 volunteers to help run the stall. If 

you can spare some time, please message your Class Rep or email fowo@lumentlearningtrust.co.uk today. 

Come get involved: 

● Payment: We accept both cash and card, but exact change is always a hero for our volunteers! 
● Donations: We would love your NUT-FREE bakes (home-made or store-bought). Please drop them off at the 

school office on Friday morning. 
Pro Tip: If sending treats in a container, please label it clearly with your name so we can get it back to you safely. 

FOWO Diary:  Spring & Summer 2026 
● 20 March 2026 - Yr 3 & 4 cake sale 
● 08 May 2026 - Nursery & Reception cake sale 
● 13 June 2026 - FOWO Summer Fair 
● 17 & 18 June 2026 - Happy School Bags clothing collection 

○ 17 June 2026 - 5pm - 6pm - drop off by FOWO shed 
○ 18 June 2026 - 9am - by the school gate, or under the cover by the school building 

● 03 July 2026 - End of year discos 
● 10 July 2026 - FOWO End of Year Drinks 

 

 @friendsofwaltonoak     |      FriendsofWaltonOak      |      fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
                                     

 

Celebrations 

mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumentlearningtrust.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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2S Philip  

4C Brody, Elise, Nela  

4A Lydia, Cora, Elizabeth, Ebrahim, Maddi & Max 

5C Jessica B, Ayla, Amelia, Noah, Elliot, Sienna, Libby, Brody, Jaxon, 
Tommy, Lyra-Jane, Ben H, Luca, Deenah, Mica & Daisy-May 

5M Jack, Ruben, Anoushka & Immy 

6J Asenath  

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. 
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Upcoming dates for the diary 

New dates in red 

 

Mon 16th Mar Reception Bocketts Farm trip 

Fri 20th Mar Red Nose Day 

Fri 20th Mar FOWO Yr3 & 4 Cake Sale 

Tue 24th Mar Parent Teacher Consultations 1.50-4.30pm   

Wed 25th Mar Parent Teacher Consultations 4-7pm 

Wed 25th Mar Yr4 Mosque Trip 

Wed 25th Mar Yr3 Rainforest Retreat Exhibition 9-9.30am  

Thur 26th Mar Yr3 Rainforest Retreat Exhibition 3-3.30pm 

Fri 27th Mar End of term – 1.45pm  

Mon 13th Apr Children return to school 

Tue 21st Apr 6BD Parent Consultations 1.50-4.30pm 

Wed 22nd Apr 6BD Parent Consultations 4.20-7.00pm 
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