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Quick 
Links 

Headteacher’s Message 
                                It’s been another busy week, with Book Week taking centre stage. I would                 

                                like to extend a huge thank you to Miss Maddin for organising a special and       
                                inspiring week of learning. Throughout the week, children and staff have  

                                taken part in a variety of reading-related activities, including spontaneous  
                                ‘Drop Everything and Read’ sessions, a whole-school story-sharing event, door  

                                decorating and a range of creative activities focused on our favourite books.          

                                We also welcomed the author and storyteller Margaret Bateson-Hill, who truly  
                                inspired the children during an engaging assembly and workshops. 

 
On Wednesday, the school became one big magical fairy-tale full of  

characters from wide-ranging popular authors. I am always amazed  

at the lengths people go to for this popular national event; the effort  
made by all to dress up for World Book Day was truly fantastic. 

 
                                    Thank you to everyone who attended our  

                                    Bedtime Stories event on Tuesday evening.   
                                    It is always a novelty for the children to  

                                    wear their pyjamas at school and many mentioned that their personal      

                                    highlight was the hot chocolate—complete with marshmallows! 125  
                                    children attended with their families making it once again our busiest event  

                                    of the year. We just love to see our families sharing a love of reading.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

This was a big week for our Year 6 children as they received their secondary school allocations this  
week. While this is an emotional time for some, we know our children are ready for this next chapter 

and each has it within them to be successful, wherever they go. We will continue to support them in 
their academic, organisational and emotional preparation for the transition ahead. 

 

Thinking about our wider community, we would like to mark the conclusion of the Lunar New Year 
festivities, following the 15-day celebration! We hope those celebrating have enjoyed a wonderful 

start to the Year of the Horse. We also send our very best wishes to all our families who have 
celebrated the Hindu festival of Holi this week and those who have begun observing the Islamic holy 

month of Ramadan. We wish you all a peaceful and blessed time. 

 
In light of recent events in the Middle East, our thoughts are very much with any of our families who 

have loved ones living in or visiting those parts of the world. We understand that children can often 
feel worried or upset by what they see and hear on the news. If you feel your child needs support in 

processing these events, Newsround has provided a very helpful guide for parents and children 
which can be found here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

 
Siân McCarthy 
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Important Letter from our Chair of Directors 

Dear Parents, 

 
We are writing to announce that Mrs. Mary Ellen McCarthy, Executive Principal and Founder of the Lumen Learning 

Trust, will be retiring, effective December 31st 2026, after 40 years of public service. 
 

Mrs. McCarthy has served our Lumen school communities with distinction since she founded the Trust in 2013. We 
thank her for the dedication and leadership that has guided and strengthened our schools and her commitment to 

inclusive education and academic excellence. 

 
While we will miss Mrs. McCarthy’s exceptional leadership, we are thrilled for her as she embarks on a well-

deserved retirement. 
 

The Board of Directors has already begun the recruitment process for a new Executive Principal to ensure a 

seamless transition and continuity of leadership. News on the successful outcome of the process will be shared 
with families by your school leaders towards the end of the current academic year. 

  
Jo Roberts, Chair of Directors 

 
Stay, Play & Learn Sessions for EYFS & KS1 
We invite you to come and join in some continuous provision and early writing learning with your child in their 

classroom.  This will be followed by a brief information session to help you support your child at home with their 

writing and fine motor skills.  To book please follow the relevant link for your child’s class and the date that you 
would like to attend.  Could you please book in using your child’s name. 

 

Reception Hedgehogs Class: 

Tue 10th March 9.00-10.15am https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025916 

Thur 12th March 9.00-10.15am https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025931 

Reception Squirrels Class:  

Tue 10th March 9.00-10.15am https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025911 

Thur 12th March 9.00-10.15am https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025922 

 

Red Nose Day – Friday 20th March 

We are excited to be celebrating Red Nose Day on Friday 20th March to help raise money for 
Comic Relief, supporting vulnerable children and families across the UK and around the world. 

To mark the occasion, children are invited to come to school with fun and creative hairstyles 

inspired by Comic Relief, along with red accessories (for example: red socks, hairbands, bows, ties 

or other red items!). 

We are asking for a £1 voluntary donation, which will act as entry into our Fun Hair Competition. 

There will be some exciting prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place! 

More information will follow soon, but for now… save the date and start planning your fantastic hair ideas for 
Friday 20th March! We can’t wait to see all the fantastic creativity on display!  

 

General Information 

https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025916
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025931
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025911
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool/2025922
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Bedtime Stories 

Thank you to all the families who joined us for our Bedtime Stories evening on 

Tuesday. It was a wonderfully well-attended event and the school was filled 

with a warm, cosy atmosphere as children arrived in their pyjamas, ready to enjoy a 
magical evening of storytelling. 

 
Pupils and their families snuggled up in our reading dens to listen to stories read by 

Walton Oak staff and to share books together. The 

hot chocolate station was a particular highlight, 
adding to the relaxed and comforting feel of the 

evening. 
 

Events like this are a lovely way to celebrate the joy 
of reading and help foster a lifelong love of books. It 

was fantastic to see so many families coming 

together to share stories and create special reading memories. Thank you for 

helping to make the evening such a success. 

 

 

Reading 
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World Book Week 

Alongside our Bedtime Stories evening, Walton Oak also enjoyed a fantastic 

World Book Week filled with exciting activities that celebrated books, stories 

and the joy of reading. 

 

We began the week with a special launch assembly, followed by our ‘Drop 

Everything and Read’ moments, where the whole school paused to enjoy a 

book together. It was wonderful to see children fully immersed in stories, 

whether reading independently or sharing with friends. 

 

Throughout the week, pupils took part in a variety of activities including a Reading Swap, 

where classes visited one another to share their favourite books, and a Teacher Story 

Swap, giving children the opportunity to hear stories read by different members of staff 

across the school. 

 

They also thoroughly enjoyed participating in the door 

decoration competition, which saw classroom doors 

transformed into vibrant displays inspired by a wide 

range of much-loved books and characters. The 

creativity and effort shown by the children and staff 

were fantastic and it was wonderful to see the 

school filled with colourful celebrations of reading. 

 

Wednesday’s Book Character Dress-Up Day was a 

highlight of the week, with the school filled with a fantastic range of imaginative 

costumes. Children also enjoyed a variety of creative book-themed activities, including 

storytelling and art. 

 

We ended the week with a celebratory assembly and a 

special visit from children’s author 

Margaret Bateson-Hill, who led 

engaging workshops that inspired 

pupils with her stories and 

experiences as a writer. 

 

It was a wonderful week that truly 

celebrated the power of reading. 

Thank you to all our families for your 

continued support in encouraging a love of books at home. 
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Reading Awards 
Congratulations to those children that have achieved 100, 150 and 200 reads and to the parents and carers that 

have supported this achievement at home! 

100 Reads                                                                           

William – Hedgehogs Henry – 5M Sophie – 5M 

 

150 Reads                                                                        

Louis – Squirrels Zak – Squirrels Abi – 3B 

Ata – 3B Eva – 3B Hallie – 3B 

Lucy – 3B Mia – 3B William – 3B 

Dylan – 3G Isla – 3G Laura – 5M 

Sophie – 5M 

 
200 Reads                                                                          

Maaz – Butterflies Rory – 3G 

 

 
Talking about feelings with toys 

 

Children will often play out different emotions using their toys 

and teddies before they know how to use words to express them. This 

activity can provide your child with the important words that they will 

need to verbalise their feelings. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zjsgr2p  
 

Watch the video clip to show you some examples of how you can play 

with your child and their toys to discuss feelings.  

 

 

Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiny Happy People 

Oracy 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zjsgr2p
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Football 

The girls’ football team put in a brilliant performance and won their match 5–1. From the first whistle 

they played with confidence, passing the ball quickly and supporting each other all over the pitch. Their 

hard work paid off as they scored several well-taken goals, exciting the supporters on the side lines. Even after 
conceding once, the team stayed focused and finished the game strongly, celebrating a well-deserved victory 

together. 
 

Netball 

The Year 5 and Year 6 netball teams have done a fantastic job this season, finishing their league after winning 
most of their games. They showed great teamwork, determination, and skill in every match, supporting each other 

and playing with confidence. Their hard work and positive attitude helped them achieve excellent results, and they 

should all be very proud of their performances. Well done to all the children who took part in this! 
 

 

Aim High Maths Day 

Some year 5 and 6 pupils went to Cardinal Newman School for an Aim High Math Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feet First Training 
Year 3 took part in Feet First training last week, where they learned important skills for crossing the road safely. 
The children really enjoyed the experience and showed great enthusiasm while practising how to stop, look, listen 
and think before crossing. The instructors were very impressed and praised the children for their excellent 

knowledge and understanding of how to stay safe near roads. 
 

 

Belonging and Representation 
At the heart of everything we do is a commitment to belonging. We believe that for a child to truly 

thrive, they must feel that their identity is not only recognised but celebrated. For us, equality and 
diversity are lived experiences that shape our school every day. 

 
Representation is a powerful way to build confidence. We ensure our children see themselves reflected everywhere 

- from the diverse authors in our libraries and book corners to the inclusive images on our displays and screens. By 

learning about inspirational people from all backgrounds, cultures, and abilities, our children see that success 
belongs to everyone. 

Extra-Curricular Events 

Enrichment Activities 

Diversity and Equality 

I really loved the ‘Aim Higher’ event because the problems were actually quite complex, and it was satisfying to 
find the solutions. Learning the ‘Four Fours’ challenge showed me how to use different operations to reach the 

same total. It was definitely a challenge to test out so many different equations to find the right one, but I 
managed it by discussing new ideas with my teammates. Immy, Year 5 

 

The ‘Aim Higher’ session was great because it pushed me to do things, I didn’t think I was capable of yet. My 

favourite part was investigating the scale of the universe, from the tiny to the massive. It taught me that I can 

handle more complicated concepts without getting stuck. I overcame the tricky parts by staying focused and 
persevering until I found the answer. Joshua, Year 5 

 

Maths Day was such an exciting and fast-paced experience. I loved getting a head start on secondary school work 

and even some A-level concepts! I’ve picked up some brilliant tips and mathematical shortcuts that I’ll definitely be 

using in my SATs. Overall, it was a really useful day that showed me how much fun high-level maths can be. Effie, 
Year 6 
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Our school life acts as both a "mirror" for our own identities and a "window" into the lives of others. We achieve 

this through: 

• Diverse Perspectives: Visiting various places of worship and learning about different faiths and cultures. 

• Neurodiversity: Celebrating how different brains work so every learner feels understood. 

• Celebrating Us Week: A special time where we celebrate our unique identities and our strength as a 
community. 

• Support Groups: Dedicated spaces for our resettled families and young carers to ensure their voices are 

heard and honoured. 
 

Ultimately, we want every child to feel they belong: 

 
"Belonging means I don’t have to change who I am to fit in. It’s knowing that my teacher and my friends like the 

parts of me that are different." 
 

We know that our families are our greatest resource, and we want to celebrate the heritage that makes our school 

so vibrant. We invite you to share your own cultural heritage with us so we can celebrate it in our assemblies and 
feature it in our newsletters. 

 
Whether it is a traditional story, a significant celebration, or a family custom, please do get in touch. By sharing 

these traditions, you help us create a community where every child’s background is valued and celebrated by us 

all. 

 

 

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting: We are seeking to appoint a highly enthusiastic, proactive, flexible and 

reliable individual for the role of Teaching Assistant. This is an opportunity for individuals who are patient and 

emotionally resilient to join our friendly, inclusive and inspirational team of teaching and support staff.  

If you actively enjoy working with children in a stimulating and creative environment, have experience ideally 

within the education sector and are professional in your approach with a desire to make a lasting personal 

contribution to our children’s lives, we want to hear from you. For more information please click on the link on 

page 1. 

Darley Dene Primary School is recruiting:  We are looking to appoint a class Teaching Assistant on a fixed term 

contract who has a passion for creating lifelong learners, are committed to inclusion and equality and have high 

expectations of themselves and every child. We are looking for somebody who is not afraid to make mud pies and, 

if asked to be a zoo keeper, can jump into role and immerse themselves in the children’s play. We are looking to 

Pastoral News   

 
Helping your child to develop a positive bedtime routine 
Surrey Adult Learning have a free online webinar on Thursday 19th March from 8-10pm to give parents the 

tools to support bedtime routines. On this course you will learn: 

• To understand the importance of sleep on your child’s development. 

• To explore common sleep difficulties. 

• To review current bedtime routines. 

• To input changes to support your child with their sleep patterns. 

 To book a place visit https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-
learning/courses/overview?id=58733 or call 0300 200 1044 

 

  

 

 

 

Job opportunities across Lumen Learning Trust and its schools 
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appoint somebody who can be flexible and support learning in a creative way. For further information please click 

on the link on page 1. 

Riverbridge Primary School is recruiting:  We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated, proactive, skilled and 

reliable individual to take on the role of Office Assistant in our busy school office. 

This is an exciting opportunity for anyone wishing to be part of a dedicated, fast paced team where you can make 

a real difference to our children. Riverbridge Primary School is a three-form entry primary school, with a diverse 

catchment and a strong team spirit.  For further information click on the link on page 1. 

Lumen Learning Trust is recruiting:  An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part-time Finance Manager to work as 

a member of the finance team. The post will be based at Saxon Primary School in Shepperton and is a permanent, 

part-time role - 15 hrs per week to be worked over 3 days/ 38 weeks per year. Under the direction of the Head of 

Finance, the Finance Manager will provide accurate financial reporting, compliance with financial regulations and 

strategic financial support.  

If you have experience of financial management, ideally within the education sector, but more crucially, are 

professional in your approach, possess strong financial skills and are tenacious in your desire to make a lasting 

personal contribution to our children's lives, we want to hear from you.  For further information please click in the 

link on page 1. 

 
 

 
                          FOWO 
Bake, Buy, Enjoy: Year 3 & 4’s turn at the cake sale!  

Year 3 & 4 are hosting the next after‑school cake sale - join us on Friday 20 March 2026 for something sweet and a 

great cause. 

Can you lend a hand?  These sales can’t happen without your help! We need 4–5 volunteers to help run the stall. If 

you can spare some time, please message your Class Rep or email fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk today. 

Come get involved: 

● Payment: We accept both cash and card, but exact change is always a hero for our volunteers! 
● Donations: We would love your NUT-FREE bakes (home-made or store-bought). Please drop them off at the 

school office on Friday morning. 
Pro Tip: If sending treats in a container, please label it clearly with your name so we can get it back to you safely. 

FOWO Uniform Rail – There for Emergency Purchases  

With Book Week ending, we have returned the FOWO rail back to being stocked with Walton Oak uniforms. Did your 

child come home yesterday with sleeves that are suddenly too short? Don’t panic! The FOWO Uniform Rail is fully 

stocked and ready to save the day. 

We have everything from jumpers and cardigans to full PE kits and everything in between—all at the bargain price of just 

£1 per item. 

● How to pay: Cash or bank transfer (payment details are conveniently located at Reception). 
● How to donate: If you’re clearing out drawers, we gratefully accept clean, bagged items (new logo only, 

please). Just drop them under the rail and we’ll handle the rest 

 

FOWO Diary:  Spring & Summer 2026 
● 20 March 2026 - Yr 3 & 4 cake sale 
● 08 May 2026 - Nursery & Reception cake sale 
● 13 June 2026 - FOWO Summer Fair 
● 17 & 18 June 2026 - Happy School Bags clothing collection 

○ 17 June 2026 - 5pm - 6pm - drop off by FOWO shed 
○ 18 June 2026 - 9am - by the school gate, or under the cover by the school building 

● 03 July 2026 - End of year discos 
● 10 July 2026 - FOWO End of Year Drinks 

 

 @friendsofwaltonoak     |      FriendsofWaltonOak      |      fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwaltonoak/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofWaltonOak
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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Gold Leaves 

Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs Preston-Lee 

Squirrels Martha, Freya, Anna, Henry, Toby, Bana, Billy 

1B Lucas  

1N Seren, Teddy T, Demi & Bella 

2S Henry, Bradley, Philip, Aisha & Ibrahim 

3B Ata  

4C Mary 

4A Eliza, Ebrahim, Ruby, Cora, Hayden, Emmy, Theo & Alaia 

5C Summer  

5M Lola & Kiri-Mai  

6J Ronnie & Dino  

Celebrations 

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. 
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Upcoming dates for the diary 

 

New dates in red 

 

Tue 10th Mar Reception Stay, Play & Learn – 9.00am 

Thur 12th Mar Reception Stay, Play & Learn – 9.00am 

Fri 13th Mar Year 3 Sleepover – 6.30pm 

Mon 16th Mar Reception Bocketts Farm trip 

Fri 20th Mar Red Nose Day 

Fri 20th Mar FOWO Yr3 & 4 Cake Sale 

Tue 24th Mar Parent Teacher Consultations 1.50-4.30pm   

Wed 25th Mar Parent Teacher Consultations 4-7pm 

Fri 27th Mar End of term – 1.45pm  

Mon 13th Apr Children return to school 

Tue 21st Apr 6BD Parent Consultations 1.50-4.30pm 

Wed 22nd Apr 6BD Parent Consultations 4.20-7.00pm 
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