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Headteacher’s Message 
 

We’ve had a really enjoyable final week of the autumn term, with lots of Christmas activities taking 

place across the school. One of the highlights was our Christmas dinner. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed it and it was lovely to see staff serving the meal and sharing the experience with them. 

Thank you to our catering team for working so hard to provide such a tasty meal for so many and 
for making sure everyone was well fed. 

The children were also treated to a surprise this week with a staff pantomime. For a short while, it 

looked as though Christmas might be cancelled altogether, but thankfully - thanks to the 

entertainment provided by our staff team - Santa decided it was saved! There was lots of laughter 
and it was a really nice moment to end the term together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Christmas and his elf also found time in their very busy schedule to visit Walton Oak this 

week. The children were delighted and we were very grateful that they were able to pop in and 
spread some festive cheer. 

As part of our Advent pause day yesterday, the children learnt about this special time in the 
Christmas calendar and what it means for Christians. Advent falls alongside Hanukkah, the Jewish 

festival of light and we send our warm wishes to anyone celebrating at this time of year. We are also 
holding in our thoughts those near and far, particularly families with loved ones overseas, including 

in Sydney, Australia, who may have been affected by the difficult and distressing events that have 
recently taken place there. 

This morning’s Headteacher Awards assembly was a real highlight. Well done to all the children who 
received an award. It was lovely to see parents and carers joining us to celebrate their 

achievements. I’d also like to thank all parents and carers for your continued support this term.  I 

know the path isn’t always smooth for every family, but your ongoing cooperation and support is so 
valuable to us and your children so thank you, it really does make a difference. 

As we head into the Christmas break, this is a time to pause and reflect. For many, it’s a joyful time, 

but it can also be challenging for some. I do hope that everyone finds it a time to enjoy special 
moments with loved ones.  

I wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas and look forward to seeing everyone again in 2026! 

Siân McCarthy 
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Change to PE Schedule – New PE Uniform Days 

Beginning the 5th January, PE days for each year group will be as follows: 
 

Butterflies: Tuesday 

Ladybirds: Friday  
Reception: Wednesday 

Year 1: Monday  
Year 2: Thursday  

Year 3: Wednesday 

Year 4: Friday  
Year 5: Thursday  

Year 6: Tuesday  
 

Please ensure that your child comes to school on these days wearing appropriate PE attire and footwear. 

All other aspects of the school day will remain the same. This change will help us better align our schedule and 
make the most of our PE time. 

 
Enrichment Clubs 

You should now have received an email with your confirmed enrichment club.  All clubs will commence week 
beginning 12 January and finish the week commencing 23 March. 

 

 
 

Reception - school applications 

If your child was born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022 you will need to apply for a school 

place by 15 January 2026.  

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-junior-and-infant 

Contact the office if you need support with this.  Please note: you will still need apply even if your child is our 

nursery. 

 

 

100 Reads                                                                           

Congratulations to those who have reached 100 reads!  Please remember to encourage your children to 

log their reading so their efforts can be celebrated too. 
 

Violet K – Butterflies James - Ladybirds Lucas- Hedgehogs 

Toby – Hedgehogs Emily – Squirrels Nathan - Squirrels 

Andy – 2S Eden – 2S Edith – 2S 

Ibrahim – 2S Brody – 5C Blake – 5M 

Kiri-Mai – 5M 

 

Book Review 

Mrs Nash would wholeheartedly recommend Guess How Much I Love You, a timeless  

classic that has been cherished in her family for generations. It’s a book she once read  

to her daughter, who now reads the very same story to her own children—a beautiful  

reminder of how truly enduring a special book can be. 

The story follows Little Nutbrown Hare and Big Nutbrown Hare as they try to express                                        
just how much they love one another, each comparison growing bigger, wider, and                                     

Transition 

Reading 

General Information 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-junior-and-infant
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deeper than the last. Its gentle rhythm, warm illustrations, and heartfelt message make it perfect for bedtime and 

for creating those precious moments together. 

Reading over the Christmas break 
The Christmas break is a wonderful time to enjoy books together. Reading with and to your child builds their 

confidence, develops vocabulary and comprehension and shows them that reading is enjoyable and valued. Just 10 

minutes each day (sharing a story, talking about characters, or listening to your child read) can make a huge 
difference. Let stories be part of your family time this Christmas! 

 

 

Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Not sure what Nursery Rhyme to sing? 

Answer a few questions on the link and they give you a suggestion - just click 

the links in yellow at the end of the quiz, to find the lyrics and remind yourself 

of the tune. 

Happy singing!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zrfc3j6 

 

 

Oracy 

Tiny Happy People 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zrfc3j6
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Year 1 Church Trip  

 

Year 1 enjoyed a visit to St Johns Church, where they learned 

about the Nativity story and how Christians celebrate Advent and 

Christmas. The children took part in discussions about Jesus and why he 

is special, before joining in with a song complete with actions. The church 

is holding a party on Sunday 21st December for any local children who 

would like to come and celebrate. 

 

 

     

Pause Day - Advent 

Each half term, we take time for a 

special Pause Day, where the children 

are encouraged to slow down, reflect, 
and enjoy calm, meaningful moments 

during the school day. 
 

This half term, our Pause Day focused 

on Advent. The children explored 
what Advent means, why it is a time 

of waiting and preparation, and how 
we can create space for reflection as 

we prepare for Christmas. As part of this, the children created a craft linked to the theme 
of Advent, which gave them the opportunity to express their understanding creatively. 

 

The children also enjoyed sharing their work and learning with one another, 
talking about their ideas and listening thoughtfully to others. It was a lovely 

opportunity to celebrate reflection, creativity, and communication. 
We are very proud of how the children 

engaged with this Pause Day and thank 

you for your continued support.  

 

Enrichment Activities 
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Time Together Group:  Young Carers 

This term our young carers have been getting together and 

sharing the space to connect and simply enjoy themselves. 

Throughout each session there is a sense of group morale with 

each of the children supporting each other and sharing in 

laughter. They build meaningful friendships and have looked 

forward to the activities that have given them the opportunity 

to unwind from their caring responsibilities. 

 

   

 

 

   

 

Time Together Resettlement Group 

Walton Oak have welcomed Barbara, Louise and Anita from Elevate Life, into 

school this term, to support our resettlement community by giving them the time 

and space to feel valued and have a sense of belonging.  

 

The children have embraced this opportunity and engage in various activities 

including mindfulness and craft activities. We welcomed their parents into our 

most recent session so that they could be a part of sharing in this experience. The 

children decorated cupcakes and gifted them to their parents. 

 

   

 

 

Acts of Kindness: Inspiration – Lizzie Velasquez 
In Monday’s assembly the children learnt about Lizzie 

Velasquez is an inspiring example of how kindness, 
courage, and advocacy can transform lives. Born 

with a rare congenital condition that prevents her 

from gaining body fat, Lizzie has a protected 
characteristic of disability. She has faced bullying 

and public scrutiny from a young age, yet she 
chose to respond with positivity, compassion, and 

a commitment to helping others. 
 

Diversity and Equality 
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Lizzie is now a motivational speaker and author, spreading messages of kindness, self-acceptance, and empathy. 
She encourages people to “choose kindness” every day, showing that our actions and words can profoundly impact 

those around us. 
 

For our school community, Lizzie Velasquez’s story reminded us that: 

• Kindness includes standing up for yourself and others in the face of cruelty. 

• Words and actions can either harm or uplift—choosing the latter has power. 

• Resilience and compassion can inspire and support those who feel 
different or isolated. 

 

We spoke about how her example encourages us to cultivate a culture of kindness 
in school, modelling respect, inclusion and encouragement for every child and 

colleague. 

The children thought about how they can spread kindness within 

their own communities and heard about a charity called “Small 

acts of kindness” who have been busy giving out bags containing 
warm blankets, hot drinks and warm socks to elderly and 

vulnerable people to help them keep warm during the cold winter 

months. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bauble Designing House Competition 

Over the last few weeks, the children in Reception to Year 6 have been busy designing baubles in the theme of 

their house colours. The teaching team had the very difficult job of selecting just four baubles - one from each 
house - to go through to the final scoring round. A panel of judges, made up of our House Captains and staff 

members, thought long and hard about the scores they would give for each bauble - it certainly wasn’t an easy 
task as the designs were brilliant. 

 
We are now pleased to share the results of our first house competition with you all… 

 

A big well done to PHOENIX who have taken an early lead, earning themselves 371 points from this competition.  
 

 
 

House Competitions 
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Here are the scores for each house: 
1st - Phoenix - 371 

2nd - Griffin - 366 
3rd - Dragon - 359 

4th - Pegasus – 304 

 
As you can see, it was a particularly close competition between Phoenix and Griffin with just 5 points separating 

the two house teams. 
 

Mrs. Bourne will meet with the House Captains early in the Spring term to plan the next exciting house 
competition. Will Phoenix maintain their lead? 

 

 

 

Pastoral News   

Walton Parish support groups for parents 

St John’s community hub offers a range of different support groups for parents across the week. 

 

The Community Cafe offers free tea, coffee and cakes and other goodies, plenty of good company, an area 

where younger children can play plus free WiFi and a book corner! The Foodbank runs alongside, making it an 

ideal place for people to pop in while passing.  

Men’s Pit Stop 
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                          FOWO 
 
Dates for 2026 

Please add the following dates to your diary for 2026.  More details will follow in the New Year 

● 15 & 16 January 2026 - Happy School Bags clothing collection 

○ 15 January 2026 - 5pm - 6pm - drop off by FOWO shed 
○ 16 January 2026 - 9am - by the school gate, or under the cover by the school building 

● 30 January 2026 - Yr 1 & 2 cake sale 
● 06 February 2026 - FOWO Parents Quiz night 

● 13 February 2026 - Yr 5 & 6 cake sale 

● 20 March 2026 - Yr 3 & 4 cake sale 
● 08 May 2026 - Nursery & Reception cake sale 

● 13 June 2026 - FOWO Summer Fair 
● 17 & 18 June 2026 - Happy School Bags clothing collection 

○ 17 June 2026 - 5pm - 6pm - drop off by FOWO shed 

○ 18 June 2026 - 9am - by the school gate, or under the cover by the school building 
● 03 July 2026 - End of year discos 

 
Happy Bags Clothes Donations  

It’s that time of year again, when we give you the opportunity to clear out all your unwanted clothes after 

the festive period.  Students will be bringing their Happy School Bags collection bags home with them this 

week, but you can also fill any bag and bring into school for the collection.  Instead of discarding all those 

old clothes, this collection offers a recycling solution that benefits the environment, less fortunate people in 

need, and raises funds for the school all at the same time! 

Collection will be at 5pm on 15 January and 9am 16 January 2026 

For a full list of what is accepted, please go to https://www.happyschoolbag.co.uk/what-we-collect/ 

 

Christmas delivery of books – We hope your children loved them  

We are pleased to let you know that we were able to buy books for all the students as a small Christmas 

present before they go off for the holidays. 

We hope you all enjoy reading them over the festive period! 

 

#Makeitcount – Free Money for FOWO while Christmas Shopping?   Yes Please!! 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do your Christmas shopping.  

Over 8,000 retailers will donate to Friends of Walton Oak at no extra cost to you - so you can raise donations 

when you buy gifts, decorations, your festive food shopping or anything else!  

Please sign up and help us raise more. 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friendsofwaltonoak/ub02g6/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX1/facebook/  

 

ALL THAT IS LEFT TO SAY IS HAVE A FANTASTIC FESTIVE PERIOD, AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO 

SEEING YOU AGAIN IN THE NEW YEAR!! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM FOWO! 

Click on the logos below to connect with us and to keep up to date 

       
 
 
 
                    

 
                                     

 

https://www.happyschoolbag.co.uk/what-we-collect/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friendsofwaltonoak/ub02g6/s2s/ivmwxk6U/PMCX1/facebook/
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The Echelford Primary School is recruiting: We are recruiting a Wraparound Care Manager (24.75 hours per week, 

7:00 am - 8:45 am and 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm, Monday to Friday, with an additional 1 hour per week for admin tasks 
during term time (38 weeks per year). We are offering a wonderful opportunity to become an integral part of our 

exceptional community of children and adults. We are looking to appoint someone who wants to create a provision 

that is stimulating, safe, caring and creative. The right candidate will be organised and able to lead and work as 
part of a team and use their own initiative. For more information on these roles please click the link on page 1.  

The Echelford Primary School is recruiting: We are recruiting a Deputy Wraparound Care Manager on a Fixed Term 
Contract (12 hours per week, 3pm – 6pm three afternoons per week and 7.30am - 8.30am three mornings per 

week, term time only (38 weeks per year). Flexibility around these hours may be considered. We are 
offering a wonderful opportunity to become an integral part of our exceptional community of children and adults. 

We are looking to appoint someone who wants to create a provision that is stimulating, safe, caring and creative. 

The right candidate will be organised and able to lead and work as part of a team and use their own initiative. For 
more information on these roles please click the link on page 1.  

Walton Oak Primary School is recruiting:  We are recruiting an Early Years Teaching Assistant (32.5 hours per 
week, 8.30am to 3.30pm), term time only (38 weeks per year), Monday to Friday. We are looking for somebody 

who is not afraid to make mud pies and, if asked to be a zoo keeper, can jump into role and immerse themselves 

in the children’s play. We are looking to appoint somebody who can be flexible and support learning in a creative 
way. For further information please click the link on page 1.   

 

Walton Oak Primary School is recruiting:  We are recruiting a Part Time Early Years Teaching Assistant (20 hours 

per week, 11.30am to 3.30pm), term time only (38 weeks per year), Monday to Friday. This is a fixed term 
position to the 31st August 2026. We are looking to appoint somebody who can be flexible and support learning in 

a creative way, who is not afraid to immerse themselves in the children’s play. The successful candidate will join a 
hard working and dedicated team of teachers and support staff.  For further information please click the link on 
page 1. 

 

Achievements outside of School 

Skyler in year 6 was a mascot for the Chelsea Women’s team last Wednesday.  What a 

proud moment - Well done Skyler!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lily in year 3 completed her first 

term at Hollywater Judo Club this 

week, and was awarded her first 

belt.  Well done Lily! 

 

The club runs from the school every Thursday 5-6.30pm 

and are always looking for new members. The club is fully 

inclusive and the weekly mat fees are only £5. They 

welcome new inquiries and free taster sessions are available next term: https://hollywaterjudoclub.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

Job opportunities across Lumen Learning Trust and its schools 

Celebrations 

https://hollywaterjudoclub.wordpress.com/
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Gold Leaves 

Well done to the following children who all received a gold leaf this week for following our Walton Oak Way Values:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteachers Award 

Today we celebrated children who have received a headteachers award. Well done to the following 
children: 

 

 

Hedgehogs Lola & Saffia 

Squirrels Elodie, Moriam, Summer, Nathan, Ella, Ibrahim, Benaiah, Emily & Billy  

1B Albie 

1N Josh, Alice, Arabella, Sophie. Teddy, Dylan, Alice, Teddy, Dylan, 
Mariana, Josh, Bella & Arlo 

2L Luana 

3G Noah SV, Phoebe & Honor 

4C Heidi 

4A Elizabeth, Maddi, Emily, Alain, Maddi, Cora, Max, Jazib, Charlie & Seth 

5M Vaughan, Joshua, Sonny, Suraiya, Edith & Vaughn 

6J Ronnie 
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Butterflies 
Aliyah 

Aliya has made a very positive start to Nursery this term. She is a curious 

learner who gives 100% to everything she does, showing great ambition and 

enthusiasm. Aliyah is a respectful and considerate friend who includes others 

in her play and helps everyone feel welcome. It is a pleasure to have her in 

Nursery. Well done Aliyah! 

Ladybirds Violet 

Violet is a wonderful role model to all her peers in Nursery and consistently 

lives out our Walton Oak Way. She is kind and caring towards her friends 

and shows great determination and ambition in all aspects of her learning. It 

has been a pleasure to watch Violet shine this term and we are extremely 

proud of all her achievements 

Hedgehogs 

Maaz 
Maaz is making incredible progress in his learning. He works hard every day, 

always challenging himself, and his effort is really paying off. We have loved 

seeing his confidence grow, and we can’t wait to see how far he will go this 

year. Well done, Maaz, and keep up the hard work! 

Squirrels Toby 

Toby has shown that he is growing in confidence as a learner. He tries his 

very best in everything he does and is becoming braver, more independent 

learner everyday. We are very proud of how he is beginning to use his voice, 

share his ideas and contribute to discussions with his peers and adults. Keep 

going Toby, well done! 

1B Rose 

Rose is a wonderful role model to have in our classroom, consistently 

demonstrating our WOW values by being kind, curious, respectful, and 

ambitious. Her warm, friendly presence and radiant smile truly light up the 

room. Rose is a keen learner and works hard to do the absolute best she 

can. She is an genuine pleasure to have in our class and we are so proud of 

her! 

1N 
Bella 

Bella is a true role model, whose actions inspire those around her every day. 

She shows kindness in everything she does, treating others with care, 

empathy, and understanding. She includes everyone, makes others feel 

valued, and brings a warm, positive spirit to our classroom. Her respect for 

others and for our school is evident in the way she listens, participates, and 

takes responsibility. She approaches every situation with maturity and 

enthusiasm, always striving to do her best. 

2L 
Thomas 

Thomas is an incredibly ambitious learner who always tries his best in all 

subjects, he will also challenge himself and is keen to improve. He is very 

thoughtful and is caring member of class who will always lend a helping hand 

to others. 

2S 
Cole 

Cole for being a wonderful role model. You are always on task, determined 

and resilient, and your curiosity shines through in every subject. You are a 

kind and respectful friend to everyone, and your bright smile brings sunshine 

to our classroom every day. Well done for being such a superstar! 

3B Abigail 

Abigail is a wonderfully pleasant student who excels in her academic work 

whilst consistently demonstrating outstanding behaviour and kindness. Her 

dedication to her learning, as well as her commitment to constantly 

displaying the Walton Oak Way, make Abigail a positive role model for her 

peers. Abigail's efforts are truly commendable and we are so proud of her! 

3G 
Eva Eva has been trying her hardest in lessons, no matter the challenge, which 

shines through every day. Eva shows great determination in asking for help 

when she needs it, which helps her achieve her very best. Eva follows the 
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Walton Oak Way beautifully, making her a wonderful role model in our 

classroom. Well done! 

4A Jazib 

Jazib is always showing exceptional behaviour and kindness and always 

trying his best in all areas of learning. He approaches school with great 

enthusiasm and consistently shows a positive attitude. He has grown in 

confidence and is increasingly willing to share his ideas and take pride in his 

achievements. Well done Jazib, we are so proud of you! 

4C Henry-James 

Henry-James always shows great curiosity in understanding the world around 

him; this was particularly evident in his insightful and thoughtful questions 

during our trips to the wildlife centre and Painshill Park. He always tries his 

best during lessons and asks for and uses feedback to improve his learning. 

It has been a pleasure watching Henry-James delight in learning new 

information and sharing this with others. 

5C 
 

Sienna 

Sienna has been working incredibly hard in lessons, always showing respect 

to both adults and her classmates. Her growing confidence and resilience are 

evident in everything she does. She is a positive, dependable, and valued 

member of our class, and we are so proud of her continued effort and 

achievements. 

5M 
Kiri-Mai 

Kiri-Mai always gives 100% in everything she does. She approaches her 

learning with curiosity and determination, shows consistent kindness and 

respect to everyone and proudly shares the fantastic learning she completes 

at home. Her positivity and effort make her a wonderful role model for 

others. 

6BD Bianka 

This Headteacher’s Award is presented to Bianka for her fantastic attitude to 

learning. She is always eager to learn more, asks thoughtful questions, and 

actively seeks to correct her mistakes so she can improve. Bianka shows real 

pride in her achievements and approaches every challenge with enthusiasm 

and a smile. Her love of learning is a joy to see – well done, Bianka! 

6J Kiara 

Kiara is a kind and friendly member of 6J who has a positive attitude to 

learning. She is ambitious with her learning and isn't afraid to take on a 

challenge. She collaborates well with her peers and is resilient even when 

faced with a set-back. We are so proud of how far she has grown in 

confidence with her learning. We hope that Kiara continues to be an inclusive 

member of 6J! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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Upcoming dates for the diary 

New Dates in red  

 

Mon 5th Jan Children return to school 

Fri 9th Jan FOWO Meeting 2-3pm 

Fri 16th Jan FOWO Happy Bags Clothes Collection 

Fri 30th Jan Year 1 & 2 Cake Sale 

Fri 6th Feb Quiz Night (adults only) 

Fri 13th Feb Year 5 & 6 Cake Sale 

Mon 16th Feb HALF TERM 

Mon 23rd Feb Children return to school 
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