
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick 
Links 

Headteacher’s Message 
 

It has been a real pleasure to welcome back our staff, children and families over the past few days. 

The term has got off to a strong and positive start, with children arriving eager to enjoy time 
together in their new year groups and get started with their new topics. There’s already a real sense 

of focus and enthusiasm around the school. 
 

I’m hopeful that we can make also make a strong start when it comes to attendance. Each academic 

year provides a fresh start and by working together from day one, we can give every child the best 
possible chance to thrive. Getting children into school on time, every day really does make a 

significant difference to their long-term confidence and success. 
 

We understand that returning to routine after the holidays can be a big adjustment for some 
families. If you or your child are finding the transition tricky, please know that we’re here to support 

you. Our pastoral team are always happy to listen and lend a hand, so don’t hesitate to get in touch 
if you need us. 
 

Our staff team officially returned on Tuesday for INSET training,  
which focused on strengthening our curriculum and setting clear  

priorities for the year ahead. An area of focus is our commitment  
to embedding the Six Principles of Nurture, developed by Nurture 

UK. These principles are at the heart of our school ethos and are 
central to how we support children’s social, emotional and  

behavioural development. They guide how we build relationships, 

structure learning and respond to the individual needs of every  
child. We are continuing to work closely with Nurture UK to ensure 

our approach is both inclusive and impactful.  
 

Another exciting focus this year is on enriching our curriculum by making the most of our outdoor 
spaces. As part of our INSET training, staff took part in Forest School training in Woody Oaks, led by 

Mrs. Bailey and Miss Bessant. We got our hands dirty (quite literally) and experienced the joy of 

learning in nature. It reminded us how powerful outdoor learning can be in helping children feel 
calm, grounded and connected as well as boosting both their emotional and academic growth. We’re 

looking forward to further developing this provision. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            

                                          
                                         Finally, we’re excited to welcome our new 

                                         Reception children on Monday. We hope  

                                         they’re feeling excited - our staff certainly 
                                         are! Classrooms are ready and waiting to be  

                                         filled with the buzz of busy hands and curious 
                                         minds and we can’t wait to get started.  
 
 
 
 

Siân McCarthy 
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Staff News  
This week, we were pleased to officially welcome our new members of staff to Walton Oak - Miss Brace 

in Year 3, Miss Maddin in Year 5 (also a member of the Senior Leadership Team) and Miss Jambert in 

Year 6. We have also welcomed Mrs J. Butler to our teaching team following several years of her working and 

training with us. Mrs. Bourne returned from maternity leave at the end of the summer term and will now work 

Monday-Thursday.  

There are also some congratulations in order.  During the Summer Holidays Miss Pollard got married and will now 

be known as Mrs. Bulford-Davies.  Our newest little team members also arrived over the break as Miss Louder 

welcomed baby Bonnie and Miss Pott welcomed baby Ottilie - Mothers and babies are all doing well! 

Values 

A reminder of our Walton Oak Way of Being Our Best.  These are the values that we strive to live by at Walton Oak 

to ensure that our school community feel safe and happy. Please discuss them with your children to support them 

with understanding what they mean and how they can ensure they demonstrate these important values.  We will 

continue to teach children about them in school too. 

 
Naming uniform  

Please remember to name your children’s uniform and accessories – especially jumpers, cardigans, ties, coats and 

water bottles.  You can buy really reasonably priced, personalised stamps and labels but a handwritten name with 

a dark coloured biro will also do the trick!  Named items will almost always be returned at some point, whereas 

unnamed items tend to disappear.   

 

Breaktime Snacks 

We kindly ask for your support in ensuring that children bring healthy snacks to school for breaktimes. A healthy 

snack could include fruit, vegetables, cereal bars (no nuts), wholegrain crackers or a low-sugar yoghurt tube. 

These types of food provide steady energy, support concentration and help children stay focused throughout the 

day. In contrast, snacks that are high in sugar can lead to energy spikes followed by crashes, making it harder for 

children to concentrate and engage with their learning. Encouraging nutritious choices at breaktime not only 

supports your child’s wellbeing but also helps create a positive learning environment for all. 

 

Walking home from school unaccompanied by and adult – Years 5 and 6 

A letter went home yesterday about children in years 5 and 6 being allowed to walk home unaccompanied by an 

adult.  This is based on their parents/carers feeling comfortable that their child is ready for this level of 

independence and giving their consent.  It is certainly not an expectation for all children and parents/carers are still 

General Information 
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very welcome to drop and collect from the classroom doors.  Children in these year groups will not be allowed to 

collect younger siblings from years 4 and below. If children in years 5 and 6 attend an enrichment club they can 

walk home unaccompanied by an adult in Autumn 1 and again from Spring 2.  During the winter months (October 

half term-February half term) when it becomes dark early, we ask that parents/carers arrange collection. 

 

PE Uniform 

A reminder that children should be wearing the correct school PE uniform to school on their PE days.  This is 

outlined on our website here.  Please note that on colder days the alternative to purple shorts is black joggers and 

a plain black fleece or sweatshirt.  Our uniform is a way of unifying our children so they feel a sense of belonging.  

Please let us know if you need support financially or otherwise with helping your child to meet these expectations. 

 

School Shoes 

As above, the expectations for school shoes are on our website here.  In summary, they should be black and shoes 

not trainers.  Some shops sell trainer-like shoes as part of their Back-to-School collection.  If children wear trainer-

like shoes they should not have bright sports logos on them.  If you need support with obtaining the correct school 

shoes please let us know. 
 

Meet the Teacher 

Our Annual ‘Meet the Teacher’ opportunity for parents of children in years 1-6 will take place on Wednesday 17th 

September.  A letter was sent to all parents this afternoon.  This is an opportunity for parents to visit their 

children’s teachers, find out about the curriculum for the year as well as some key information about reading and 

homework approaches and expectations.  There are two sessions at 3.30pm and 6pm.  Parents only need to 

attend one session, however if you have more than one child you may choose to split your time or attend a 

different session for each time slot.  There is no need to book – the letter explains where to go on arrival at school. 

 

Stay, Play and Learn Sessions for EYFS and KS1 – Save the Date 

We invite you to come and join in some phonics learning with your child in their classroom and get involved in their 
play and learning. This will be followed by a brief information session to help you support your child at home with 

their phonics.  Booking links will be shared next week. 

Year 1: 
Tuesday 23rd September 9am-10am   

Wednesday 24th September 9am-10am  
RECEPTION:  

Tuesday 7th October 9am-10am   

Wednesday 8th October 9am-10am  
NURSERY Butterflies:  

Tuesday 14th October 9am-10am  
NURSERY Ladybirds:  

Thursday 16th October 9am-10am  
 

Pupil Leaders 

Throughout the year, the children will have numerous opportunities to take ownership of their school life and serve 
as role models through various pupil leadership roles. We are beginning with Year 6, who have been informed 

today about the application process for applying for a role in the Pupil Leadership Team. 
 

If your Year 6 child wishes to apply, please encourage them to collect a job description from their classroom and 

submit their application letter by Thursday, 11th September. Shortlisted candidates will be invited for an interview 
with Mrs. McCarthy and Mrs. Bourne on Tuesday, 16th September. 
 

For those not interested or unsuccessful in this initial application, there will be further opportunities for different 

roles and responsibilities. Additional information will be provided in the coming days and weeks. 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=22
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=22
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Attendance & Fixed Penalty Notices 
Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their 

children out of school without authority for 5 or more 
days (which do not have to be consecutive), then the 

following will apply: 

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating 
to this child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 

August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at 
the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if 

paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if 
paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to 

pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County 

Council considering legal proceedings against you in the 
Magistrates Court. 

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to 

this child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 

year period will be activated from the date of the first 
penalty notice and the second penalty notice will be 

charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per 
child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction 

for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty 

Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering 
legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to 

this child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the 

first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT 
receive a third penalty notice – Surrey County Council 

will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per 
parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 

444 Education Act 1996. 
Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising 

pupil absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the written permission of the 

Headteacher. 
 

Requests for exceptional leave need to be submitted via the form on our website, at least 2 weeks before the 
date being requested. There are some requests which will always be authorised such as religious days, weddings 

and funerals. All other exceptional leave will or will not be authorised on a case by case basis. A child’s attendance 

and previous requests for leave will always be considered when making a decision. 
 

Privacy Notice for Pupils, Parents and Carers 
Under data protection law, individuals have a right to be informed about how the school uses any personal data 

that we hold about them. We comply with this right by providing ‘privacy notices’ (sometimes called ‘fair processing 

notices’) to individuals where we are processing their personal data. Our Lumen Learning Trust privacy notice for 
pupils, parents and carers explains how we collect, store and use pupil & parent/carer personal data. This 

document can be found via this link: https://www.lumenlearningtrust.co.uk/about-us/lumen-learning-trust-
policies/general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr. 

 
Your child's profile name within Google Classroom 

Your child will automatically be provided with their own personalised profile to enable them to access Google 

Classroom as part of their educational experience at our school. This is a fantastic online tool that allows a virtual 
learning environment to connect teachers and classmates from any location. Additionally, both in certain and 

uncertain times it ensures that we can provide a safe, secure and reliable way to continuously deliver education. 
You can read more about our remote learning offer, how and why we use Google Classroom and the security of 

your child's data by visiting our school website and navigating to Curriculum > Online Learning. 
Each child has a unique profile which represents them in the online classroom, this is comprised of a name tag. 
Only the individuals in the virtual class can view this profile and all members of a Classroom are bound by the 

https://www.lumenlearningtrust.co.uk/about-us/lumen-learning-trust-policies/general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr
https://www.lumenlearningtrust.co.uk/about-us/lumen-learning-trust-policies/general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr
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Lumen Family Acceptable Use of ICT Agreement and E-Safety Rules. For clarity purposes their name tag is 
comprised of their forename and surname. However, if you would like your child's profile name to show only the 

first initial of their forename and full surname please do contact our school office who can action this for you. 

 
Sharing data and information with NHS Surrey to support children to access local health and wellbeing services 

Surrey Children's Community Health Provider, Children and Family Health Surrey request regular information from 

us about our children to support planning and delivery of school-based health screening at different points of a 
child's life. Information provided to them by the school is Name, Gender, Address and DOB. Assurances have been 

received from the Service that this request is in accordance with Government guidelines and adheres to the 
required Data Protection standards. If you would like further information please refer to 

http://childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk. https://childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/about-us/privacy-policy 
  
Holiday Activities and Food Programme HAF vouchers 

Surrey County Council have partnered with HolidayActivities to support the delivery of the Holiday Activities and 
Food programme (HAF), a scheme which offers free school holiday club places to children entitled to Free School 

Meals (FSM). This means that we automatically distribute HAF vouchers to all our eligible families via the free 
HolidayActivities platform without families having to request the vouchers. Vouchers will be sent via email to the 

same parent who currently receives the holiday time FSM vouchers. If your child is eligible for free school meals 

and you would like to check the contact details for the individual who will be receiving the vouchers please contact 
the school office as soon as possible. For more information about HolidayActivities, please see their website: 

https://www.holidayactivities.com 

 

 
 

Prospective RECEPTION Parents Information Evening: Monday 22nd Sept September 2025 at 6.30pm 
Come and meet the team and hear from the headteacher about our Ethos and Provision at Walton Oak. 
 

Prospective Reception Open Morning Tours: Various dates – see our website here  

Is your child due to start school in September 2026? Please come and have a look around our school. You can 
book here to join a tour - You are welcome to bring your child along.   

 

Surrey CC Guidance for Secondary Transition 

If your child will reach the age of 11 between 1 September 2025 and 31 August 2026, they will be due to start 

secondary school in September 2026. You can apply for a secondary school place from 1 September 2025. 

The closing date for on-time applications for secondary schools is 31 October 2025. 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary 

 

Local Secondary School Admissions information and open events for the 2026 Y6-7 Transition: 
Heathside Walton:  

https://www.heathsidewalton.org/open-events/75.html 

Three Rivers Academy 
https://www.threeriversacademy.org/Admisssions/Admissions/ 

Thamesmead: 

https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/admissions-arrangements/ 
Esher Church of England High: 

https://www.esherhigh.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=21 

 

 
Reading Rewards at Walton Oak – A Guide for Parents 

We’re pleased to remind you of how our Reading Rewards system works, and how you can help support 

your child’s reading journey at home. 
 

Each week, we count the number of reads recorded in your child’s reading record. These can include: 

• Reading at home with a parent or carer 

• An adult reading to your child 

Transition 

Reading 

http://childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/
https://childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/about-us/privacy-policy
https://www.holidayactivities.com/
https://www.holidayactivities.com/
https://www.waltonoakprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Open+Days+and+Tours&pid=37
https://buytickets.at/waltonoakprimaryschool
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary
https://www.heathsidewalton.org/open-events/75.html
Three%20Rivers%20Academy:%20https:/www.threeriversacademy.org/Admisssions/Admissions/
Three%20Rivers%20Academy:%20https:/www.threeriversacademy.org/Admisssions/Admissions/
https://www.threeriversacademy.org/Admisssions/Admissions/
https://www.thamesmead.surrey.sch.uk/admissions-arrangements/
https://www.esherhigh.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=21
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• Reading with an adult in school 

Please note that we count a maximum of 10 reads per week. If you read more than that—fantastic!—but only 10 
will go towards the weekly total. 

 
As children build up their reads, they will receive rewards to celebrate their achievements: 

• 20 reads – Sticker 

• 50 reads – Bookmark 

• 100 reads – Certificate (children will receive this from a member of the Senior Leadership Team) 

• 150 reads – Pencil 

• 200 reads – Badge 

• 300 reads – Medal 

• 400 reads – Book voucher 

Once children reach 100 reads and beyond, their name will be added to our “reading wire” display in school and 
they’ll receive a special mention in our Friday celebration assembly. 

 

Thank you for continuing to support reading at home—it makes a huge difference to your child’s progress and 
enjoyment of learning. 

 

 

 

Helping everyone to feel welcome  

We welcomed all the children and staff back in assembly 

yesterday and thought about how we make others feel 

welcome.  Mrs McCarthy shared a news story with the 

children about a family who moved to the Isle of Man from the 

Ukraine and found it difficult to settle.  Yulia Brykaila, the mother, 

wrote and published a book about how her daughter found comfort in 

the warm welcome people gave her and the friendships she made. 

The children listened to the story ‘Veronika’s Treasure Adventures on 

the Isle of Man’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o42jDI7AaJc 

They considered how they can make sure people feel welcome and 

shared ideas such as: sharing, finding out about people’s stories, 

smiling and comforting each other if they miss home.  The children were reminded of our Walton Oak Way value of 

being inclusive. 

 

 

 

Take Home Focus – Let’s Talk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diversity and Equality 

Oracy 

We wear a uniform to show that we are all part of Walton Oak 

and are inclusive and all belong and everyone is welcome.       

Mudasir, Year 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o42jDI7AaJc
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                          FOWO 
 

Welcome back to school from FOWO! We hope you had a great summer. Read on to find out more about the welcome 

coffee morning for new families and our recruitment efforts for new committee members. Could you help this year? 
 

Welcome Coffee Morning for New School Parents/Carers, Friday, 12th September, 9am 

Nursery, Reception and any other new parents/carers in other year groups are warmly invited to the FOWO welcome 

coffee morning next Friday, 12th September from 9.00 - 10.00am in Little Oaks. It’s a great chance to meet other school 

families. Just stop on by after the school run. Younger, pre-school siblings are welcome too! 

 

FOWO AGM, Wednesday, 17th September, 6.45pm in the school hall 

Come join us at the FOWO AGM on 17th September at 6.45pm and help build our school community in 2025-26. The 

meeting is open to all parents, carers and staff and everyone’s input is welcome, just come to the school hall on the day.  

 

At the AGM, the current chair and treasurer present a brief report on the past year. Then, as happens every year, the 

current committee stands down and the new committee is voted in, before discussing the plans for the upcoming year.  

There is a lot of change this year as the current chair (Helen Allingham), treasurer (Jenny Johnson) and secretary (Sarah 

Shotton) are standing down after completing their maximum three year terms. Other long standing members, Hollie Park 

and Vicky Wales will also be leaving the committee.  

 

We’re delighted that some people have already expressed an interest in joining as committee members this year, but we 

need more. Rest assured there will be five existing members who are planning to stay on. Take a look at the posters at 

the end of the Wire to see what’s involved. Questions? Just contact fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk  or speak to a 

current committee member.  

 

FOWO Class Reps needed for Nursery  

A big thank you to everyone who has offered to be a class rep this or is staying on from last year. Details of class reps 

are given below. We still need people for Nursery. If you are happy to help or would like more details, please email. 

fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk. 

 
Pre-loved clothes Rail – Back for 2025-26 

Grab a bargain and help the planet by doing your school uniform shopping at the FOWO pre-loved uniform rail in the 

school foyer. Everything is £1 and you can pay by cash or bank transfer (see poster in foyer for details). We have a great 

stock of purple jumpers/cardigans, summer dresses, grey shorts and skirts, as well as plenty of PE kit. Grey trousers and 

dresses will go out later in the term. The rail is checked and topped up a few times of week and there is a lot of turnover 

this time of year, so check back if you don’t find what you need the first time. 

 

Bagged donations of uniform are gratefully received, just leave them next to the clothes rail. Please no old logo items or 

non-uniform items. We can’t put them out and have to take them to the charity shop or home for recycling. 

 

CLASSLIST – Please check your child’s class  

Please can you check your child’s class on Classlist and update their details if they need moving. It takes just two 

minutes. This is particularly important for year groups that were mixed up at the end of last year, as we don’t know 

which class your child was allocated to and you may miss out on some FOWO comms. To update your child’s details: 

● Open the app 

● Select your photo (bottom right) 

● Select children and classes 

● Select child and choose which class to put them, you should see a list of all classes available 

 

Nursery: Year 3: Caroline Smart, Gemma Goodison, Rebecca Lunn 

Reception: Gemma Goodison, Isabel Williams, Laura 
Dean 

Year 4: Caroline Feltham, Helen Allingham, Sarah Shotton 

Year 1: Dovile Cook, Vania Oliveira Year 5: Anika Mann-Patel, Kirsty Hubbard, Rebecca Lunn, 
Vania Oliveira.  

Year 2: Alison Wong, Lucy Bishop, Sarah Shotton, Toni 

Lockhart  

Year 6: Lex Holness, Lucy Bishop 

 

mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
mailto:fowo@lumenlearningtrust.co.uk
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Achievements outside of School 

What a kind and enterprising group of children we have at Walton Oak school!  They have shown that even in the 

school holidays they live and breath the Walton Oak Way – demonstrating ambition, courage and kindness. 

 

Eva,Y5 and William, Y3 have been busy this holiday selling 

plums from their garden plum tree to raise money for the 

school.  They have raised £124.78 and will help choose what 

this could buy for the children of Walton Oak.  What a lovely 

idea and so very thoughtful to give back to their school.  We 

are very grateful and proud of them both! 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the summer Lily, 

Y3 wanted to earn her Brownies charity badge. She 

decided to do a reading challenge, 50 reads in the 47 days 

of summer. She set up a justgiving page for the Walton 

and Hersham foodbank, raising £350! Once she finished 

her challenge she went to the supermarket and spent all 

the money on items the foodbank needed most, such as 

nappies, tinned vegetables, instant mash potato, shower 

gel and tea bags. What a generous gift to those less 

fortunate.  Well done Lily, we are very proud of you! 

Celebrations 

Pastoral News   

Free Money Course 

This brilliant FREE course will help you develop a budget, balance your budget and ensure you can meet your 

future spending needs.  You’ll also see how a money management system can ensure you stay on track. 

Learn more about the course at https://capuk.org/get-help/money-coaching 

 

Don’t let your money control you!  Take back control! Book your place here@ 

https://moneycoaching.capuk.org/join-course/2f352e67-23f1-477c-9c1b-8a01be16c5f3   

call 0771 889 3464 or email cap@kingschurchwalton.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://capuk.org/get-help/money-coaching
https://moneycoaching.capuk.org/join-course/2f352e67-23f1-477c-9c1b-8a01be16c5f3
mailto:cap@kingschurchwalton.co.uk
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Suraiya, Year 4 was also extremely busy over the summer, planning, creating and showcasing her artwork in her 
very own Art Gallery – all to raise money for charity.  What a wonderful thing to do to combine her talent with 

supporting a great cause.  We are very proud of her. Well done Suraiya! 
“Hi, I am Suraiya and I have loved art since I was 3 years old. I have wanted to hold 
an art exhibition for a very long time and it is like a dream come true to raise money 
for charity at the same time! The British Red Cross is a charity I chose because they 
help lots of people around the world”.  SURAIYA, AGED 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Leaves 

Well done to all the children who have managed to stay on green or move up the Stay on Green chart this week.  

We look forward to filling up the Gold Leaf Tree and celebrating gold leaf achievements again next week! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

On behalf of the Walton Oak staff team we wish you a pleasant weekend. 

 



 
 

Autumn Term, Week 1 5th September 2025 10 

Upcoming dates for the diary 

 
 

Wed 16th Sep Meet the Teacher 3.30pm or 6pm (approximately half an hour) 

Wed 16th Sep FOWO AGM 7pm 

Mon 22nd Sep Prospective RECEPTION Parents Information Evening 6.30pm  

Tue 23rd Sep Stay, Play & Learn Year 1, 9am  

Wed 24th Sep Stay, Play & Learn Year 1, 9am 

Tue 7th Oct Reception Stay, Play & Learn 9am 

Wed 8th Oct Reception Stay, Play & Learn 9am 

Tue 14th Oct Butterflies Stay, Play & Learn 9am 

Thur 16th Oct Ladybirds Stay, Play & Learn 9am 

Tue 21st Oct Parent Teacher Consultations  1.50-4.30pm  

Wed 22nd Oct Parent Teacher Consultations  4.00-7.00pm 

Fri 24 Oct INSET DAY 

Mon 27th Oct HALF TERM 
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